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SERMONS, 
T2 Preach'd by 
Dr. Thomas Biſe, 


At the Rolls Chappel; and Entituled, The 
Beauty of Holineſs in the Common-Prayer. 


In which are explained, I. The Senſe of the Church 
of England concerning Church Government by Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts and Deacons. 


II. The Sacerdotal Abſolution. 


Churches, 


IV. The Celebration of the Communion Service 
in our Churches. 


V. The Ceremonies of bowins towards the Altar, 
and at the Name of JESUS. 
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Clergyman in the Country. 


III. The Worſhip of the Foreign — 


Iz 


o 
» 


* 
ww Mut D 2 * ——— at tis — 
* * * FA"... 4481-24008 


. 


mY 


. re —— — 


— 


x 
Auguſt 20th, 1716. 


RFVEREND SIR, 


AVING, with great Pleaſure, reM your Four 
$ Sermons, entituled, The Beauty of Holmeſs in the 
Common-Prayer; I think it my Duty in this pub- 
lick Manner to return you my Thanks for thus 
ſtanding — the Defence of our Excellent Li- 


turgy, at a Time when it is oppoſed and run down 
with the greateſt Contempt and Vehemency. Thie, indeed, is 


what has been too long, and too often done by the profeſt Ad- 
verſaries of our Church, Papiſts and Enthuſiaſts. But it is our 


1 Unhappineſs that we live at a Time when the ſame or greater 


Oppoſition is made to it by thoſe who profeſs to be our Friends, 
with whom we have walk'd unto the Houſe of God in Company : Nay, 
who eat of the Church's Bread, and are ſupported by Her 
Bounty. Even ſome of theſe have riſen upto ſpeak perverſe Things, 
and in direct Contradiction to their own moſt Solemn Acts to 
Condemn the Worſhip of our Church, which they have ſo of- 
ten profeſs d to Approve. Our Laws have very juſtly declared 
that Our Liturgy is agreeable to the Word of God, and Uſage of the 
Primitive Church; and our Clergy have acknowledged by their 
* Subſcriptions, That the Book of Common-Prayer—  containeth in 
it not bing contrary to the Word of Go D. Would any one now ex- 
pet that any who officiate in this Church ſhould ever repreſent 
this Liturgy as * Compes'd to pleaſe the Fancies of Novelliſts, of 
Foreign Presbyterian Reformers, and to ſatisfie the Curiofity of 
Miſtakers: Nay, that the Communion Office (which even our 
Diſſenters have been us'd to Magnify as the moſt perfect and 
ſolemn Part of our Publick Worſhip) is ſo Imperfect that both 
the Priefts and Laity in Communion with the Church mutt f ſup- 
| ply its Defects, as well as they can, by their own private ſilent Devo- 


tion? 


* Dr. Brett's Findication, p. 56. 


+ The Urbloody Sacrifice, &c. by John Johnſon, M. A. Procter for 
ihe Clergy of the Diaceſs.of Canterbury, Pref, p-. 23. 4 
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(6) 
teen? Thus Unhappy is our Excellent Church to be wounded, 
even in the Houſe ot Her profeſſed Friends; and that they 
who eat of Her Bread lift up their Heels againſt Her. In 
ſuch Times and Circumſtances, when the Faithful Clergy and 
Laity of our Communion who refuſe to run to theſe Exceſſes, 
are noted and expoſed as Falſe Brethren and Low-Church-men, 
Eraſtians and Latitudinarians, it ſeems a very neceſſary and be- 
commyg Zeal to vindicate and recommend the Public Service of our 
Liturgy and Common-Prayer, And to ſhew, as you have excellent- 
Iy —_ done, that for all the Qutcries of our miſtaken Zealots 
againſt our Liturgy, as a Cranmerian, or a Presbyterian Changeling, 
and an Alteration of the firſt Englih Liturey for the worle : Yet 
as.our Laws very juſtly affirm, Our preſent Liturgy is alter'd 
for the more perfection of the Common Service, and to make 
* the ſame Prayer and Faſhion of Service, more earneſt and fit to 
« ſtir Chriſtian People to the true honouring of Almighty God. 
[Star. 5. 6. Edw. VI. c. I.] To ſtretch our Liturgy beyond its 
Line is indeed as much to deprave it, as not to give it its due Va- 
Jue and Praiſe: And therefore to keep exactly to it, without ei- 
ther riſing above it or not acting according to it, is what every 


faithful Member of this Church ought fincerely to labour for. 


It ſeems to be with this good Deſign that your Sermons are com- 


Poſed : But as Humanum gt errare, and that great Men are not 
always without Miſtake, give me leave to ſhew you ſome Par- 
ticulars, in which you ſeem to me not to have kept ſo cloſe to 
the Doctrine received inthe Church of England, and to have miſ- 
taken the Intention of the great Compilers of our publick Offices. 


I. p. 4. You ſay, That in the Chriſtian Church are appointed Biſhops, 
Fri ſis, and Deacous — and that thi Eccleſiaſtical Government is 
Eſſential to the Chritian Church. Nay, That you firmiy believe, 
that the Orders of Hh, Priefis, and Deacons have been 
appointed by Chriſt himſelf,” although it is plain from: the 
Sicred Hiſtory, the Order of Deacons was not lo much as thought 
of till ſome time after our Saviour's Death, and Aſcenfion. P. 172. 
You tell us that in this Eſtabliſhment all other Proteſtant Churches 


are dificitnt. New here I conceive you are miſtaken, For, 


r. It never was a Doctrine received in the Church of Fxgland, 
That the Eccleſiaſtical Government by Biſbops, Prigſts, and 


| Pearons. is effential to a Chriſtian Church. 2. It is a miſtake 


that all other Proteſtant Churckes beſides Ours are without this 
Government. | 


It 
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L It never was a Doctrine taught or receiv'd by the Church 
of England, That the Eccleſiaſtical Government by Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons 1s eſſential to a Chriſtian Church. That no 
ſuch Declaration was ever made in any publick or authentick 
AR of the Church, is, I think, very plain: ſo far from it, That 
the Church has rather declared it ie on the other ſide, by ac- 
knowledging thoſe Foreign Reformed Churches which want one 
of theſe'three Orders to 6 notwithſtanding true Churches, Now, 
this it is Notorious our Church has done over and over again, 
in Her Convocations, in Her publick Prayers, and in the Wri- 
tings of Her faithful and uncorrupted Paſtors. I beg Leave par- 
ticularly to ſhew you this, becauſe, as you muſt know, ſome New 
Diſciplinarians lately riſen up amongſt us, would fain perſuade the 


World, That the Doctrine of the Church of England is, in this 


Particular, the ſame with that of the Council of Trent and the 
Popiſh Writers, viz. That Epiſcopacy is neceſſary to the Be- 


ing of a Church; ſo that thoſe Chriſtians who have not Biſhops 
Have no true Chriſtian Worſhip or valid Sacraments, but are 


at moſt only Catechumens ; and that they who think otherwiſe 


maintain Epiſcopacy but by halves. Now, in the 


Firſt Place, Our Church declares, *That it is evident unto 
* all Men, diligently reading the Holy Scriptures, and ancient 
Authors, that from the Apoſtles Time there hath been theſe 
Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's Church, Hiſbops, Prieſts, and Dea- 


© cons.” Now the Queſtion here ſeems to be what the Church un- 


derſtands by the Word Order. The Divines of that Age its very 


ſure by Order underſtood the ſame as by Degree: They diſtin- 
guiſh'd betwixt the Miniſterial Power and the Power of Juriſdiftion, 


and the Power of Order: For thus faith Gerbard, © Although there 


be divers Orders in the Ecclefiaſtical Miniſtry, yet the Miniſteri- 


© al Power conſiſting in Preaching the Word, and the Adminiſtra- 


© tion of the Sacraments, and the Power of Juriſdiftion confilti 

in the Ule of the Keys, does equally belong to al! Miniſters ; y - 
that the Word preached, the Sacraments that are adminiſtred, 
and the Abſolution which is pronounced by him who is 


* lawfully call'd to the Miniſtry of the Church, altho' he be 


* plac'd in the loweſt Order or Degree of the Miniltry, are as va- 
lid and efficacious as if they were preached, adminiſt red and 
pronounced by a Biſhop, Prophet, or Apoſtle.” Hadrianns 
Saravia ſeems to be of the ſame Mind, That in the Chriſtian 
Church there is but one Prieſthood which is in every thing e- 


qual and the ſame, but that this equality of the Miniſtry does 
| not hinder an inequality in the Government, and that it ought 


not 


247 


not to be called an Humane Conſtitution when a Miniſter of 
* the Goſpel obeys a Miniſter, and a Paſtor a Paſtor: So ſays 
Gerbard, * That this diverſity of Degrees or Orders in the Mini- 
ſtry depends on a Divine Law, dependet a jure divino, as it is ne- 
ceſlary to the good Order and Peace of the Church that there 
Jhould be ſome diſtin& Degrees. : 

The Jeſuits indeed have advanc'd another Notion of the 
Word Order, viz. That it is a Sacrament by which, ex opere 
operato, particular Gifts and Miniſtrys are conferred ; And ac- 
cordingly Turrian aſſerts, That there is one Sacrament in the 
Ordination of a Biſhop, another in the Ordination of a Presby- 1 

by 
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© ter, and another in the Ordination of a Deacon. Accordingly 
he contends, That the whole plenitude of this Sacrament is not 
in one Order, to wit, of Prieſthood, but that it is to be aſcribed | 
tothe chief or 8 Part of the Prieſthood, Principatui Sater- 
dlotij, i. e. to the Epiſcopal Order. | 
But that theſe were not the Sentiments of our Engliſh Di- 
vines might eaſily be ſhewn from abundance of Inſtances : I 
ſhall at preſent only mention Dr. Field, whoſe Five Books of the 
Church were publiſh'd 1528, by the Care of Arch Biſhop Laud, 
Now he in the Third Book of that Work, thus delivers his O- 
pinion, The Apoſtles of Chriſt and their Succeſſors when they 
© planted the Churches, ſo divided the People of God, convert 
ed by their Miniſtry, into particular Churches, that each City 
and the Places near adjoining did make but one Church: Now 
becauſe the Unity and Peace of each particular Church of Gd, 
and Flock of His Sheep, dependeth on the Unity of the Paſtor, 
and yet the Neceſſities of the many Duties that are to be per- 
* formed in Churches of ſo large extent, require more Eccleſiaſtical 
Miniſters than one; therefore though there be many Presby- 
ters, that is, many Fatherly Guides of one Church, yet is 
there one among the reſt, that is ſpecially Paſtor of the Place, 
* who for Diſtinction ſake is named a Biſhop ; to whom an emi- 
nent and peerleſs Power is given tor the avoiding of Schiſms 
and Factions, and the reſt are but his Aſſiſtants and Coadju- 
tors, and named by the general Name of Presbyters. So that 
in the performance of the Acts of Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtry, when 
he ie preſent and will do them himſelf, they muſt | ot Place 
and in his abſence, or when being preſent he needeth Aſſiſt- 
* ance, they may do nothing without his Conſent and Liking. 
Lea, ſo far for Orders ſake is he preterred before the reſt, that 


ſome 


Leci Commu, Jo- VI. p. 118. | 55 
De diverfis gradibus Miniſtror. Evan. c. 14. 3 


ſits in the Chair of St. Peter and St. Paul. 
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ſome Things are ſpecially reſerved to him only, as the Ordaining 
of ſuchas ſhould aſſiſt him in the Work ot his Miniſtry, the 
© Reconciling of Penitents, 4 of ſuch as were Baptized 
* by impoſition of Hands; edication of Churches, — ſuch 
* like.” From hence the Doctor concludes, That the Power of 
Ecclefiaſtical Order [meaning by the Power of Order, the ſame 
that Dr. Gerbard does by the Power of the Miniſtry] is equal and 
the ſame in all thoſe whom we call Presbyters ; and that only for 
Order's ſake, and the preſervation of Peace and Unity, there 
is a Limitation ot the Uſe and Exerciſe of the ſame, ſo as 
that only one in a Church has the plenitude of this Power reſerved 
to him. And this ſeems agreeable to the Opinions of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians by whom Presbyters were {tiled thoſe of ihe ſe- 
cond Throne or Seat, | 

By this Sir, you may, I preſume, ſee that the Queſtion whe- 
ther Bi/bops and Prieſts are of the ſame Order, is like many other 
Queſtions, only a Strief about Words ; fince if by the Power of 
Order be meant Superiority, Preeminence, Authority, it is certain they 
are not of the ſame Order, If by Order be meant the Miniſterial 
Power, or a Power to intermeddle with Things pertaining to the 
Service ot God, and to pertorm eminent Acts of gracious Effica- 
cy, tending to the procuring of the eternal Good of the Sons of 
Men, it 7 boo both Biſbops and Presbyters have this Power, 

It is, I know, pretended by ſome, that Biſhops ſucceed in 
the room of the Apoſtles, and that by them the ſame Form of 
Apoltolical Government is ill kept up in the Church which 


> _ waspradtiſed by the Apoſtles in their Life-time : So * Hadrian 


Saravia, who ſegms to intimate that every Biſhop ſucceeds or 
+ Bellarmine alerts, 
That only the Pope ſucceeds to the Apoſtleſhip, as the Apoſtles 
were the Heads, the Rectors and Paſtors of the Catholick 
Church: But the Jeſuit || Turrianws tells us, That the proper 
Scceſſors of the Apoſtles are the Patriarchs or Primates, and after 
them the A.Biſbops of provincial Dioceſſes or Metropolitans; and 
that the Biſhops of leſſer Dioceſſes ſucceed the Phrophers, [By 
the way, was Epiſcopacy or a Succeſſion of ſuch Governours of 
the Church as the Apeſtles were, a clear, expreſs, and peremptory 
Command or Inſtitution of God, one would think there could 
not be ſuch Diverſities of Opinions about it.] It ſeems indeed 
little better than raving to aſſert, That the Apoſtolieal Cffice, 
B 28 
* De diverſis gradibus, &c. c. 16. + De p:ntific. lib. 2. c. 12. 
De Hicrarchicss Ordigati. lib, 1. c. 7. | a 
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as ſuch, is {till continued in the Church: Since nothing can 


well be more evident than that there were — Things in that 


Office proper and peculiar to the Apoſtles themſel ves, and which 
therefore ceaſed with them: But if the Apoſtleſhip be con- 
ſidered as a Miniſtry of yer the Goſpel, and adminiſtring 


the Sacraments, together with the Power of the Keys ; oras an 


Overſeeing or Inſpection not only of the Lords Flock, but alſo 
of the Presbyters belonging to it; it is very certain that not 


only Biſhops, but all Paſtors and Teachers may be ſaid to ſuc- 
ceed the Apoſtles : Since though inferior Paſtors do not ſucceed 
them in the Overſight and Government of the Church, they 
I ſucceed them in the Miniſtration of the Word and Sacraments, 
and the Diſcipline of Chriſt : So that nothing ſeems poſſible to 
be infer'd from hence that can with any ſhew of Argument 
prove that Biſhops are ſo — — from Presbyters as the 
Apoſtles were from the other Diſciples, or from the Paſtors and 
Teachers of the Church; ſince as to thoſe Things which were 
peculiar, to the Apoſtles they are not ſucceeded in them by the 
Biſhops or any one elſe. Our Church therefore very wilely con- 
tents Her ſelf with declaring, © That from the Apoſtles Time 
© there have been theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's Church, 
* Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ;” without in the leaſt determining 
that by Orders is meant a Sacrament by which a Character is im- 
printed, or ſuch Gifts or Powers conveyed as are neceſſary for 


the particularMiniſtry to which a Man is Ordain'd ; but rather 


that by the . lyſtitution, and not by Uſe or Cuſtom (as ſome 
ave aſſerted) there are theſe Three Ranks, Orders, 

or Degrees of Miniſters in Chriſt's Church, | 
Farther, I deſire, Sir, to obſerve, That our Church only 
ſays that thele Orders of Miniſters have been in Chriſt's Church 
from the Apoſtles Times, which is certainly true: But it does 
not affirm that from their Time theſe three Orders have been in 
every particular Diſtrict, or part of the Catholick Church: No, 
the learned and wiſe Compilers of our Liturgy knew better than 
to offirm at this Rate, It is but to read the Scriptures only to 
be ſatisfyed that in ſome particular Churches there were only 
Biſhops and Deacons, in others, Biſhops and Presbyters, with- 


out 


+ Now we ex bert you in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
have in remembrance into how high a Dignity, and to h chargeable 
an Office ye be called, that is to ſay, the Meſſergers [Apoſtles] the 
Watchmen, the Paſtors, and the Stewards of the Lord, to — to 
premoriſh, to feed and provide for the Lerds Family, The Form of 
ordering of Frielts, % 8," 
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out any Deacons ; but their Religious Offices were performed on- 
Iy by Prophets, under the Direction of an Apoſtle, who was ge- 
nerally Abſent. 
Secondly, Our Church declares, * That * the Book of Con- 
* ſecration of Arch- BHiſbops and Biſhops, and of ordering ot Prieſts 
* and Deacuns, ſet forth in the Time ot Edward the Sixth, 
* doth contain all things neceſſary to ſuch Conſecration and 
Ordering. And that the f Book of Ordering of Hips, Prieſts, 
© and Deacons containeth in it nothing contrary to the Word of 
God.“ Now, here we are to conſider, or take a view of this 
Book of Conſecrating or Ordering of Biſhops, &c. This Book is print- 
ed by Biſhop Farrow in his Colletlion, Q. And whoever care- 
fully peruſes it, will, I believe, conclude that the difference 
which the Church makes betwixt the Order of Ep:/copacy and 
the Order of Prieſt hood, is only in point of Superiority ot Degree, 
or Regiment and Authority. For that in the Ordering of Vries 
we find thoſe Places of Scripture are appointed to be read for 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels which relate to the plenitude of the 
Miniſterial Power as conferr'd on the Apoſtles, and the ſucceed- 
ing Paſtors of the Church. Whereas in the Form of Conſecra- 
ting an Arch-Biſbop or Biſhop, only thoſe Scriptures are read for 
the Epiſtle and Goſpel which relate to the Rulmy or Governing 
of the Church of God: which ſeems to intimate that as to the 
Power of preaching the Word, adminittring the Sacraments, and 
the Uſe ot the Keys, Presbyters have by their Ordination the ſame 
Authority as Bi: Only that for the ſake of Peace, and Uni- 
ty and Order, Presbyters are in the exerciſe of this Authority to 
be under the Bifops, and ſubmit to his Directions. Or to uſe 
the Words of Hadrianus Saravia, Quamvis unum E idem Evan- 
* gely miniſterium fit omnibus paſtoribus Ecclefie concreditum —— Ta- 
* metſt enim Chriſti baptiſmus unus & idem fit a quocunque miniſtre- 
tur, five ab Apaſtolo, five ab infmi ordinis Prisbytero tamen 
* bona regrminis forma non omnium #qualem «ſe authoritatem in ſ u- 
bernatione patitur,, Now from hence our Divines have thus 
argued againſt the Papiſis; If the Power of the Miniliry be 
* the ſame in all Presbyters, and that they be limited in the Ex- 
* ecution-of it, only for Order-ſake, ſo that, in Caſe of Neceſ- 
* fity, every of them may Baptize, and Confirm them whom they 


© have baptized, Abſolve or Reconcile Penitents; and do all 


* thole other Acts, which regularly are appropriated unto the 
$ Biſbops alone; there is no reaſon to be given but that in Cafe 
B 2 of 
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of Neceſſity, wherein all 8 were extinguiſhed by Death, 


or being fallen into Hereſy, ſhould refuſe to Ordaia any to 
* ſerve God in His true Worſhip, but that Presbyters as they 
; ng do all other Acts whatſoever ſpecial challenge Biſbops in 
© ordinary Courſe make unto them, might do this alſo. * 

According to theſe Principles have our Convocations tiled 
the Proteſtants abroad, who have no Epiſcopal Government 
among them, The Profeſſors of Gods Holy Goſpel and true Religion, 
In the ſame Strain were our publick and folemn Devotions, 
That God would ſtrengthen the Hands and encourage the Hearts of His 
Servants in fighting by Battles, f and Defending the At ARs that are 
in all the REFORMED CHURCHEs. To the ſame purpoſe 
uere the Writings of our Church Divines, infumuch as that I never 
ſaw one of the contrary Opinion; That || a Church which hath 
a Doubtful Clergy by Irregularities of Ordination, if She con- 


© tend for that Faith which was once deliver'd to the Saints, 


and cannot avoid thoſe Irregularities through not a pretende1, or 


* contrattea, but a real Neceſlity, is a rrue Part (fuch an Irregula- 
* rity not abſolutely and totally Unchurching Her) of the True 
© Catholic; urch: True but not compleat; not compleat becauſe it 
wants that which is required to the I:tegrity and Perfection of a 
Church; yet Due becauſe it has all things eſſeutial to a Church. 

I know very well that it has lately been inſinuated by ,* ſome 


of thoſe who have condemn'd the Church of England as a Schij- 


watical Church, that Our Divines and the Foreign Proteſtants have 
always diſagreed in the Inmutability of Epilcopal Government; 
Our Divines contending that it may not on any Neceflity whatſo- 
ever be altered, To prove this, Biſhop Downbam is quoted, but 
with what Sincerity judge you by the following Paſſages taken 
from the Defence of his Sermon, ec. ed. 1611, L. 4. c. 4. P. 102. 
In the Churches of every Country, that there ſhould be a Power 
* of Eccleſiaſtical Government to be exerciſed, and an Order 
* or Eutaxy, it is the perpetual and immutable Ordinance of 


* Gol————But whether the {way of Spiritual Authority 


* ſhould be in ove alone of every Church or in more, it ſeems 


not to be ſoefſintial, So p. 154, I do not deny but that where 
* the Government by Biſhops cannot be had, another Form 
may be uſed.“ Is this, think you, to aſſert that Epiſcopal 
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* Dr. Field of the Church Lib. III. c. 39. + Vid. 5. Eliz. c. 26. 
13 Eliz. c. 26. 29 Eliz. c. 7. A Firm of Prayer for the Preſer- 
vation of His Maj iy and His Realms, and all Reformed Churches 102. 

It Mr. Shaw's Origo proteſtantium, 1577. p. 72. 

„ Toe independent Power of the Church. p. 29. 
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Government is immutable? No, Sir, whatever this Writer 
may take the Liberty to aſſert, it is very certain, That our Di- 
vines never did aſſert the abſolute Immutability of Epiſcopacy. 
By Jure Divino they never meant or underitood, to al the 
Great Mr. Maſon's Words, *A Law and Commandment of God, 
binding all Chriſtian Churches univerſally, perpetually, unchange- 
© ably, and with ſuch an abſolute Neceſſity, that no other Form of 
Regiment may in any caſe be admitted.” This rigid Opinion is 
but of Yeſterday among us, and ſeems to have taken its riſe from 
the Oppoſition made by our Presbyterians to our Church Eſta- 
bliſhment. Mr. Mede obſerv'd in his Time, That the Members 
of this Church, aliorum temeritate aliorum malitia, were jealous of 
ſuch as ſhewed themſelves in exteras Eccleſias proniores, favourable 
towards the Foreign Reformed Churches, and that ths 7 | 
in our Church was of late encreaſed. How would that excellent Man 
have thoughtit encreaſed had he liv'd at this Time ; when only 
to aſſert the Truth of thoſe Churches, the Validity of their Or- 
dinations and Sacraments is enough to make a Man accuſed for 
a Falſe Brother? A Note which you know, Sir, where it is once 
fix'd is never to be deleted; or to uſe Mr. Mede's Words, nullo, 
ſi quis ea maculetur, oceano eluenda. But this, with that Great 
Man, I fear, is one of the Stratagems of Satan to hinder that 
good Work which has been ſo often deſired and attempted by 
many Great and Good Men, The UN ION of the Proteſtant 
Churches, Not that I intend by this to excuſe the Behaviour or 
Principles of many of our Diflenters. I can ſay with Mr. Mede, 
J durſt almoſt affirm that the Alienatim which appears in our Church, 
of late from the reſt of the Reformed, bath grown for a great part from 
ſuch Intemperancy and Indiſcretion as {ome of them have ſhewn 
in their Diſcourſe and Writings. 

Thus, Sir, I have very faithfully repreſented to you the 
Senſe of our Church Concerning Epiſcopacy's being a diſtinct 
Order, and the neceſſity of it to a Church. And if I can at all 
Judge of it by Her publick Acts, and the general Tenor of the 
Writings of Her moſt judicious Divines, it was never Her mean- 
ing to aſſert as ſome who Stile themſelves Her only Sons, have 
lately affirmed, That the Government ot the Church by Biſhops, 
is a perpetual and unalterable Divine Inſtitution ; That it is founded 
in the Perſon and Office of the Meſſias, and is as fundamental and eſ- 
ſential to Chriſtianity as a S OE Tv, as the Articles of Faith are to 
it as a Sect, On the contrary, by what I have obſerved from the 
Book of Ordering Biſhops, exe. ſet forth in the Time of Edward 
VI. which the Church does to this Day declare, * all 

things 


(14) 
things neceſſary to ſuch Conſecration and Ordering: It plainly | 
appears that tho our Church holds that the Office of Prieithood | ; 
is founded on the Commiſſion of the Mais; yet that the 
— is only to be conſidered as a Superiour Degree, or di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the Prestyters by its Dignity and Authority. It 
was indeed our Lord who gave Paſtors and Teachers to'the 
Church as a ſtanding and ſettled Miniſtry ; but he has no where 
that I know of, declared or appointed that any one of theſe 
Paſtors and Teachers ſhould be, as He was, the Head over all 
Things to His Church, but only His Apoſtles thought it uſeful to 
appoint in particular Diſtricts ſome one Paſtor to 8 over 
the others, for the ſake ot Peace, Unity, and Order. Now I 
| humbly conceive, I do not at all contradict my Subſcriptions 
ö and Declarations, if I only believe that from the Apoſtles Time 
there have been theſe three Orders of Biſhops, Priejts, and Dea- 
cons, without believing that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the Firſt 
Biſhop, That He Conſecrated the 'Twelve Apoſtles to ſucceed 
Him in His Epiſcopacy, and ordain'd the Seventy to be Pres- 
byters, and that al! Miniſtrations of the Chriſtian Church are 
invalid and of no effe& that are not performed by Virtue of a 
Power from Chriſt Jeſus thus conveyed by ſucceſſive Conſecra- 
tions to this time. Since I cannot find any ſuch Declaration in 
any of the publick Acts of our Church, nor indeed any where 
elſe but in the Writings of {ome late angry and revengful Men, 
who becauſe they could not have their Wills, are therefore for 
1 turning the World upfide down. | 

You ſeem to me to make another Miſtake in affirming, That 
the Order of Deacons is eſſential to a Church, for if there was a 
| Chriſtian Church before there was any ſuch Order as that of Dea- 
. cons inſtituted, then, it ſcems to me, there may be a Church with- 
out that Order; and conſequently the Order of Deacons is not el- 

| ſential to or of the Being of a Church. Now, if I may believe 
| my New Teſtament, Acts 2. gy. there was a Chriſtian Church ſome- 
1 time before the Apoſtles appointed ſuch Officers as Deacons ; for 
1 thus St. Luke expreſly ſays, The Lord added tu the Church ſuch as 
ſpould be ſaved, Was this Church now to whom theſe were added 
a true Chriſtian Church or not? If it was it is then plain that 
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[ Deacons are not eſſential to a Chriſtian Church, fince there was a - 

| true Chriſtian Church before there was any ſuch Order as that of ths 
* Deacons in Being. * I might, if I would, carry this Matter far- Sa 
| D | | 
| | — —— : 1 "th 
bk * by the Ap:ſtles Epiſtle to the Ylihppians, one would be led t 755 

j think, That at that tire, thet Church had only: the two Orders of Bi- J Ct 

q: ſhops and Deacons in it; and yt e, it win nt be denied that 


— - — N 
— — 
— 
— 


815 


| ther, and ſhew you, that according to the Account which we 
have in the Holy Scriptures, and the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 
of the Deacons Otfice, we have in or Church little more than 
barely the Name of it - But, 
i 7 II. You miſtake in ſaying, That all other Proteſtant Churches 
. JF are without this Government, or have not Biſbops, Prieſts and 
1 7 Deacons. To ſhew you this, I'll only give you the Words of 
\ chat very Great Man Dr. John Gerhard, proteſſor of Divinity in 
Jana, who thus ſpeaks in the Name of the German Proteſtants, 
I © + Nos avagyiay & evacaoiay tollentium ordinem ex Miniſterio 
Acc leſcaſtice vebementer improbamus, cum fit fons diſcordiæ e omnn 
8 « malt, retinemus autem in noſtris Eccleſiu, & retinendum Ye cenſemus 
* ordinem inter Muniſiros, ut aly fin E piſcopi, alt; Presbyteri, alij 
1 Diaconi.” We very much diſa pprove the Anarchy and Sedi- 
4 tion ot thoſe who take away all Order from the Miniſtry Eccle- 
2 fiaſtical, ſince the ſo doing is the Fountain of Diſcord and all 
e manner of Miſchief: We therefore retain in our Churches, and 
4 think it ought to be rerained, an Order among Miniſters, That 
ſome be Biſoops, others Presbyters, and others of them Deacons, || 
A ' Teſtatuy ipſa traxis nos bont ordinis cauſa Miniſtrorum Ordinationem per- 
e miittere ſolis Epiſcopis ſeve ſuperintend eutibus, qui non ſolum reſpectus 
commiſſi ſibi gregis froe auditorum, ſed etium reſpetiu aliorum conciona- 
torum, videl. Presbyterorum & Dia conorum quorum inſpettio ip- 
r i J commiſſa eſt, Epiſcopi dicuntur. 
F. 28. Youſay, That the Prieſt ſtanding up, doth in the 
Name and by the Commiſſion of God pronounce the Abſolu- 
- © tion; which if rightly underſtood, believed and embraced by 
_ the Confeſſing Penitent ought to be of like Comfort to him, 
das that Declaration of Chriſt was to the Man fick of the Palfie ; 
8 + ge of good Cheer, thy Sins are forgiven thee.” This is, I conteſs, | 
* what ] don't underſtand. I know very well that the Popiſh | 
* Writers aſſert the ſame, That as the Son of Man remitted Sins | 


to him that was fick of the Falſie, ec. That you may know, ſaith 


2 , he, That the Son of Man bath Power to remit Sins : Even ſo he hath 
: tranſ- 

at | 

2 — 

of 


, «the Chriſtians at Philippi were à true Church. It has ben thought 


ar- very probable by learned and thaughtfa Men, That th: Corinthians in 
er, the Apritles Time had neither Rithop or resbyters amg them, bat 
7 that all their Offices were perfirmed by Phrophets, à different Order 
31— 1 from either of th:m, And yt the Corinthians were fir all this à true 
60 Church. 


Leci mmunes Tom. VI. p. 119. 2 1. ed. 16:7, ibid. p. 92. 
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Abſolve thee, ſbeu that Remiſſion of Sins is efetted by 


| (16) 

* tranferred the ſame Power unto Prieſts, which Prieſts he hath 
lent, as the Father ſent him. [Harding againſt Bp. Jewel, p. 143.] 
But to me it ſeems very plain, that our Lord's Declaration to the 
Man fick of the Palfie ; Thy Sins are forgiven thee, was attended 
with an immediate Effect. He himſelf aſſures us, That it is in- 
deed the ſame thing to ſay, Thy Sins are forgiven thee, and to ſay 
ariſe and walk, And accordingly the Hiſtory tells us, That no 
ſooner were the Words out of our Saviour's Mouth, but the 
Man was cured. Again, it is very plain, That this Man's for- 


this our Lord's Declaration: So that without our Lord's de- 
claring that his Sins were forgiven him, or bidding him ariſe and 
walk, he had not been — of his Palſie. Apply this now to 
the Sacerdotal Abſolution, and ſee whether or no the Cates be the 
fame. The Church of Rome indeed teaches, That choſe Words, I 
the Sacrament 


of Penance: But is this any where the Doctrine of the Church 


ot England? No, it is plain it is not. In the Order for the Vifi- | I 
tation of the Sick, this Form of Abſolution is ordered to be uſed, * 


I abſotve thee from all thy Sins: Butthat God's Pardon is not the 
_ Effect of this Abſolution is very plain from the following 

rayer that js appointed to be uſed immediately after the Prieſt 
has thus abſolved the Sick Perſon: In this Prayer the Prieſt 
thus prays, Open thine Eye of Mercy upon this thy Servant who mo## 
earneſtly defireth pardon and forgiveneſs; and again, conſider his 
Contrition, accept bis Tears, impute not unto him lis former Sins, 
Now are not theſe Prayers plain Intimations that for all the 


Sacerdotal Abſolution juſt now received God's Pardon and For- 
giveneſs is yet to be ſought for, and He is earneſtly to be pray ?- 


ed to not to impute unto the Sinner his former Sins? Or in other 
Words, That a Remiſſion of his Sins, foro interno, is not effect- 
ed by the Means of the prigtiy Abſolution: You'll perhaps ſay 
then, To what purpole is the Abſolution ordered to be uſed in 
our Church? Why, as I take it, to aſſure thoſe who are truly 
Penitent of their having the Peace of the Church, and that 
the Prieſt may exerciſe his Office of Interceſſor, and by his Me- 
diation beg the Pardon of God to be applyed to the Sinuers 
Conſcience. The Prieſt does not exerciſe any direct Authority 
in this Caſe, it is God alone who forgives Sins and does not 
impute them to us. 

Ll know very well, that ſome from among our own ſelves, though 
they have now made it manifeſt that they were not of us, have al- 
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giveneſs of his Sins or the cure of his Diſtemper was effected by 4 
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Ancient Forms of A olution ran all in the way of Iuterceſſion; 


(17) 
ſetted, That by thoſe Words in the Ordering of Prieſts, Ncteive 
the No'p Ghoſt, whole Sins thou doſt forgive. &c. 


—— + A Poweris given to Prieſts of being Judges on Earth 
in Chriſt's ſtead between God and Man; ſo that without their 
« Sentence of Abſolution none that have falen into Sin after Bap- 
© tiſm can be again reconciled unto God.“ But for a through 
Confutation of this Tenet, I reter you toa Piece of the excellent 
and learned Dean Prideaux lately reprinted, and entituled, The 
validity of the Orders of the Church of England, made out againſt the 
Papilt, ec. p. 163, &c. 

Io the Forum externum indeed or the outward Regiment of the 
Church the Prieſt may be {4id to effect what he declares, ſince 
then he performs the part ofa Judge in Commiſſion from Chriſt, 
his ek ao the Penitent or reſtoring him to the Peace of the 
Church, and to outward vifible Communion is an authoritative, 
judicial AF, But {till it is poſſible, and I fear too often happens, 
That they who are thus reſtored to the Peace and Communion 
of the Church, have no aflurance of their Peace being made 
with God, and their being reſtored to his Favour. And that 
therefore the Abſolution pronounced to them cannot be of like 
Comfort to them as that Declaration of Chriſt was to the Man ſick 
of the Palſie. 


P. 30. Mareizal Note, You ſay, In the third Cafe in the Vi- 
* ſitation of the Sick There the Form is in its full õtrength 
and abſolute, the Prieſt being ordered for the Comfort of the 
dick Perſon in that hour of Diſtreſs to ſpeak in his own Per- 
© ſon.” Give me leave hereto oblerve to you, 'That by the 
manner of your expreſſing your ſelt one is led to think that the 
Forms of Abſolution in the Daily and Communion Services are 
weak and ircomplæat; a Suppofiticn that is utterly inconſiſtent 
with your Doctrine of the Beuαti of Holme/s in the Common-Prayer, 
which cannot admit of any part of its Compoſition being not 
in its full Strenetb. The LXXII render your Text, Hora the 
Lord in His Holy Courts, and our Tranflation of the Great Bible, 
1540. Worſhip the Lord with Holy Honour, But is it not a pron 
taining of theſe Holy Things to bring any thing that is lameand tw n 
or weak and imperiect ? But had you carefully peruſed an en- 
cellent Book, entituled, The Penitemial Diſcipline of the Primitive 


Church, c. printed 1714. youl'd have obſerv'd that beth ** © 


theſe Forms of Aljo/ut:on are really in their full Strenctb, ſince the 
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and the Indicative and Peremptory way of Abſolving is not much 
above 50% Years old. 


Secondly, you ſeem to intimate, That the Prieſt is ordered to 
abſolve every fick Perſon for his Comfort in that hour of Di- 
ſtreſs; but let any Man conſider the ſeveral Alterations made 
from time to time in the Rubrick before this Form of Abſolution 
in the Order for viſiting the Sick, and he will, I fancy, conclude, 
That as this Form was firit retained on Account of the hardneſs 
of Mens Hearts, and their not being able to bear a total Re- 
moval of it, (which was the Reaſon Luther gave tor his retaining 
the Elevation of the Bread ani Wine in the Euchariſt) fo the 
Church never intended to make a Sick Man's Confeſſion to the 
Prieſt, and having his Abſolution, neceſſary in order to his For- 
giveneſs. In the firſt Liturgy of K. Eduard VI. 1549. The 
Rubrick is thus worded, After which Conſeffion the Pracjt ſhall 
abſolve him after this Form: and the ſame Form of Abjolution 
ſoall be uſed in all private Confeſſions, But then it is to be ob- 
ſerved, That theſe private Confeſſions were not required as ne- 
ceſſary either before th: Communion, or in time of Sickneſs. 
In the Liturgies of 1552, 1559, 1604, 1630. The Rubrick is 
thus alter'd The Prieft ſhall abſolve him afrer this ſort, But in 
1661 it was alter'd fo as to ſtand thus, —— The Prieſt ſpall abſolve 
bim (if he bumbly and heartily deſireth it) after this ſort. By which laſt 
Alteration it is ſtill made more plain, That the prieſtly Ab- 
ſolution is not, in our Churches Judgment, neceſſary to the For- 
giveneſs of the Penitent ; ſince it it were ſo the Prieſt ought to 
give it to the fick Penitent whether he deſired it or no. 

But whoever conſults Munzale ad uſum inſignis Eccleſie Sariſ- 
burienfss 15 54. from whole Ordo ad vi/tandum ini mum, the Order 
for viſiting the Sick in our Liturgy ſeems to have been taken, 
muſt needs obſerve that the Form of Abſolution in it was only in- 
tended to declare the Perſon to whom it was given in the Peace 
and Communion of the Church, or to reſtore him to it on his 
Forfeiture of it. Abſolvo te ab omnibus peccatis-—-E& Sacramentis 
eccleſie te reſtituo. 


P. 37. Marg. Note. You ſay, from Bp. Cofins, that the other 


Reformed Churches abroad have no Abſolution nor Confeſſion; 
but this is certainly a Miſtake : Gerhard in his Common Places 
aſſures us, That in the German Reformed Churches, 4 publick 
Confeſfron of Sins before God is uſed to be ſaid every Lord's Day, and 
to he joined ta the public Prayers of the Church, 


P. 94. 
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P. 94. Marg. Note. As is done in the Univerſities, [and Ca- 
thedral Churches ;] by which Words you ſeem to intimate that 
the Morning Service is there always performed at Six a Clock 
in the Morning and never towards high Noon day: Whereas 
every one acquainted with the Uſage of thoſe Places very well 
knows that however Morning Service is ſaid in Cathedral Church- 
es at Six or Seven a Clock in the Morning, the ſame is repeat- 
edat Ten of the Clock. That this was not always ſo we are aſ- 
ſured by Dr. Hylen, who tells us, that before the Great Rebellion, 
The Sundays and Holy-days were honoured with two ſeveral 
* Meetings in the Morning, the one at Six of the Clock which 
* ſimply was the Morning Service [ending with the Litany] the 
other at Nine, for the Adminiſtration of the Holy Sacrament, 
* and preaching of the Word to the Congregation.” And it is 


certain, That, according to our preſent Liturgy, The Order of 


Morning Prayer throughout the Year endeth on Sundays and Hoſydays, 
Weaneſdays and Frydiys with the Litany, and at other times with 
the Prayers for the King, the Royal Family, and Clergy and 
People, not with the Communion Service, which in the occaſional 
Forms of Prayer for Faſts, &c. in K. Ch. I. Time is called the 
Second Service, and the Latter Service, And it muſt be confels'd 
that its doing ſo is much for the eaſe of the Miniſters who 
othiciate, as they muſt be ſenſible who are obliged themſelvesto 
perform all the Parts of Divine Service without any one to aſſiſt 
them. But then, on the other hand, it muſt be acknowledged 
that however ſuch an Order might well enough be complyed 
with in Cities and Market Towns, Sc. where the Inhabitants 
are not far from the Church : it would be impracticable in 
Country Pariſhes, and never complied with by the Pariſhoners, 
to reſort to the Church twice in the Morning. But indeed, to 
ſay the truth, the Compilers of our Liturgy ſeem: very little to 
have been acquainted with the Caſe of Country Pariſhes, and 
the Circumſtances of thoſe Miniſters who officiate in them, as 
might be ſhewn in many Inſtances. 


P. 122 Mich the Conſultations of that memorable 
Parliament which overturn'd both Church and State,] gave gc- 
0 —— to have thi very Prayer added here to our publick Intercaſtons 
after the Reſtoration.] This ſeems not true; fince this Praver 
was in our Occafional Offices for Faſts, &c. long before the 
Reſtoration. A Prayer for the High Court of Parliament, from 
whence that in our preſent Liturgy was taken with ſome Alterati- 
ons, was inſerted in our publick Service 1640. vid, A Form of Cum 
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( 20) 
mon Prayer to be uſed upon the 19th of November, exc, *. 
P. 125. Mar. Nete, You ſay, that in all Pariſh Churches this 


Service [the Ante-Communion] ought regularly to be ſaid at the 


Lords Table: This ſeems to admit of ſome doubt, The Ra- 
brick obliges the Miniſters to read it there only ar the Communion 
Time, It orders that the Communion Table ſhall ſtand in the Body 
of the Church or in the Chancel, and be covered with a white Linnen 
Cloath, Now by Canon LXXXII. it is plain that the Table 
is never ſo to be placed nor covered but when the Holy Com- 
munion is to be adminiſtred, or at the time of the Mmiſtration. 
From whence I conclude, that a Miniſter of the Church of En 
gland is not obliged to read this Part of the Communion Service ſtand- 
ine at the Communion Table, ſaving when the Holy Communion is 
to be adminiſtred, nor then neither unleſs the Table can be pla- 
ced in ſo good fort within the Church or Chancel as thereby the 


Miniſter may be more conveniently heard in bis Prayer and Mmi- - 


ration. : 

P. 129. Mar, Note. This [the Prieſts deſcending to the Door 
© of the Rail, making a low Adoration towards the Altar, turn- 
© ing to the People, ſtanding in the Door, and reading che 
© TenCommandments whilethe People lie proſtrate, Yu be the 
© Cuſtom of our Church in his Time.” ] conteſs, I don't ſee the Force 
of this Concluſion. Bp. Andrews was a very Great Man, but 
not of ſuch Authority as to oblige ths whole Church to follow 
his Example, eſpetially when it was directly contrary to the 
Rubrick or Directions of the Church, It is certain, That at the 


Com- 


* A Frayer for the High Court of Parliament, to be zead in ſuch places 
of theſe Prayers alter the Litany, as the Miniſter ſhall think fit. 
Mo gracious Ged., we humbly beſeech the, as for this Kingdom in 

general. ſ eſpzcially fir th: High Court of Parliament, undir our mf! 

Religious and Gracious King, at this time aſſembled; That tht would 

be pleaſed to bleſs and direct all thzir Cnſultations to the Preſervati n 

cf thy Gry, the gred of this Church, the ſafety, h:mcur, and welfare 

cf cur & vereign and his Kingd:ms Lird, lock upan the Humility and 

Dev tin with which they come into thy Crurts: And they are come int, 

thy H uſe in aſſured Confidznce upom the Merits and Mercies of Chrii! 


(cur Hd Savicur) that thou wilt not deny them the Grace and Favour 


which thy h. 


9 cf thze. Therefore, O Lerd, bleſs them with all that 


Wiſdom, which thou kn-wef neceſſary to (p:2d, and bring great De- 
ſians int) Aﬀtlimm, and to make the Maturity of His Majeſty's and their 
Councels, the happineſs and bleſſing ef this C:rmmenwealth. Theſ and 
all ther Neceſſaries f r them. for us, and thy whole Chrih, we humbly 
b:'g. in th: Name and Mcdiaticn of F:irs (heit, our bl-fſed Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 
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Communion Time or the Time of Miniſtration, the Prieſt is to 
ſtand at the Nortb-fide of the Table not ata diſtance from it, as he 
mult do if be go down to the Noor of the Rails. Beſides, tho 
there be Rails before the Communion Table in Cathedral 
Churches, c. yet how few Churches are there in the Country 
which have them, or indeed which can have them legally, there 
being no Law for any ſuch Erection? * So that, at moſt, this 


Practice of the Biſhops could be only the Cuſtom of the Cathe- 


dralChurches,or thoſe fewChurches where there were Rails, and 
this is far enough from deſerving the Name of the om of our 
Church, Bur indeed, to ſay the Truth, this ſeems to have been 
only a No{trum of that Great Man's; and no one ought to be 
led by his or any other Man's Authority, to encourage any Prac- 
tice which is different trom what the Rubrick and Canons of 
the Church require. If what every Man fancies is Decent and 
Pious, and Reverent, were to be introduced into the publick 
Worſhip, where, in a ſhort time, would be our Uni- 
formity? And I fear it is indeed owing a good deal to this Hu- 
mour, which feems too prevailing among us, That our Church 
is ſo much divided againſt it ſelf, and that there is fo Viſible an 


Alienation of Affection in the Members of it towards one — 


ther. A Humour I mean, of introducing a gaudy ceremonious 
Worſhip, fit for nothing in reality but to pleaſe or amuſe weak 
M. nds, 

P. 141. 


* In the Fir Liturgy of King Edward V.. There was this Rubrick, 
* Then ſo many as ſhall! be Partakers of the Holy Communion ſhall tarry 
ſtill in the Chiir, or in ſ me cenvenient plac? nigh the Cheir, the Men 
* on the cue ſide, and th: Women on the cther ſid:? In the Review 
that was made of this Liturgy three Tears after, thu Rubrick is omitted, 
and it's only faid, * Iben ſhall th: Prieſt ſay, to them that ceme to ge- 
* cetve the fl. ly Communion, You that do truly, &c. But in 1661 there 
was prefix:d io the Exhrrtaticn, Nearly Beloved in the Lord, thu Ra- 
brick. At the Time of the Celzbration of the Communion, tb: Com- 


* municants being conveniently placed fr th: Receiving the Holy 


* Sacrament, the Priefl ſhall ſay this Exbortatin. By which it 1 
plain that th: Communicants ere ſupp:ſed to be converiently placed for 
the Receiving, &c. before the reading of that Exortation : Which i 
incenſiſtent with their being cbliged to alter tbeir place, and remove 
to the Rail juft before they receive, as muſi new be dine in m:8} Pariſh 
Church:s where thore are Rails, Nit that I am again Rails, as 
ſerving as a Fence to the H Table to keep off rude and ignorant Peo- 
ple from ſitting 02 it, laying their Hats en it, &c. but I think ſuch a 
ſtreſs ſnould nit be laid on the Pecples communicating at them as if their 
dying fo was meſt Cenfirmable to the Rules of cur Church. vid. 
Deun Prideaux's Dire ctiaus to Ch, Ward, &c. p. 38. ed. 3. 1713. 
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P. 147. You tell us, That the diſcontinuing in the Rubrick 
the Words Glory be to thee, O Lord, was done through neglect 


not by Authority.“ For Proof of this you tell us, in your 


Marg. Note, That Bp. Cofens affirms this upon this Poiat ; but 
His Lordſhip was certainly miſtaken : For it's certain that this 
Rubrick was omitted in the Reviſion of the Liturgy in King 
Edward VI. Time : And this Reviſion was then confirmed by 
Act of Parliament. The Statute His Lordſhip inentions as ſay- 
ing nothing ſhall he altered but a few Words in the Litany, and a Clauſe 
at the delivery of the Sacrament is not this Statute, but the AR of 
Uniformity promo Elixabethæ, which is no Argument chat this Ru- 
brick was omitted by the Printer's Negligence ; ſince it 
was not in that Liturgy which was new reviſed, and in which 
theſe few Alterations were made: But thus eaſy are Men to 
believe what they are willing to have true. | 

P. 143. You recommend thoſe two ancient Cuſtoms of turn- 
ing towards the Altar, and of bowmy at the Name of Jzsws, 
when we make Confeſſion of our Faith. But where, Sir, are 
you Authorized as a Miniſter of this Church of England to 
recommend theſe Cuſtoms ? I find indeed that it is enjoyned 
by Canon XVIII. That al! manner of Perſons preſent in the Church 
or Chappel in the time of Divine Service ſball Rand up at the ſaying of 
the Belief, according to the Rules in that behalf, preſcribed in the Hool 
7 Common- Prayer: But neither in that Canon, nor in the 

ules preſcribed in the Book of Common-Prayer, do I find any 
the leaſt hint of turning towards the Altar; fo far from it that it is 
rather intimated that the People are not to turn towards the Al- 
tar; but only to ſtand up. For thus the Rubrick before the read- 
mg of the Epiil? and Goſpel, orders, Then ſball be read the Goſpel (the 
People all ſtandin up) -— And the Goſpel ended ſhall be ſung or ſaid 
#he Creed following, the People (till ſthͤaius, as before, Now by this it 
is plain the People are to ſand at the ſaying the Creed as they 
did when the Goſpc/1s read. But it is not, | think, pretended 
that it is a Cuſtom of turning towards the Altar when the Holy 
Goſpel is read. but this is indeed ſuch another Innovation and 
act of Super- conformity as the ſaying Glory be to thee, O Lord, be- 
fore the reading of che Goſpel. And by the way, does this 
look as if our Liturgy was indeed the Per feſtion of Beauty, when 
we are thus every day adding new Cerimonigs to it? 

The other Uſage, of bowing at the Name of J=tsws, is you lay 
founded on that Scripture, Phil. 2. 9, &c. That at the Name of 
Jz=swvs every Knee ſhall bow. But can any one think that 
by the Name of Jes vs the Apoſtle here means the pronoun- 

= | cing 
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ing the Word JESUS? And yet fo he muſt be ſuppoſed to 
mean if this Uſage of bowing, or as the Canon expreſſes it, doi 
due and lowly Reverence when in time of Divine Service the bad 
Jas us ſhall be mentioned be founded on this Scripture. I there- 
tore ſay with the Great Mr. Mede. As for bowing at the Name of 
Ixsus, it is commanded by our Church. And for my ſelf L hold 
it not unlawful to adore my Saviour upon any cue or hint given: 
© Yet could I never believe it to be the meaning of that Place in 
the Philipbians ; nor that it can be interred tnence, otherwiſe than 
© by the way of a general and indefinite Conſequence.” Epi. J. 1. 
P. 153. You tell us, That the Church defigned it [the Pulpit 
© Prayer] to be not a Prayer, but a Drreſtion or Exbortation to the Peo- 
ple.“ And is not this very much for the Church's Honour that 
ſhe ſhould not know. the difference betwixt a Prayer and a Di- 
reFion or Exbortation to pray? For if our Church's Meaning 1s 
to be known by Her own Words, it is certain that She has ex- 


1 preſly ordered A Form of Prayer to be uſed by all Preachers before 


8 
= 
* 


* 


their Sermons, Before the Canons of 1603 I grant indeed there 
was no Form of Prayer to be uſed before Sermons. The Injunc- 
tions of King Edward VI. 1547. ſtiles the Form the Preacher 
was to uſe in his Pulpit, The Form of bidding the Comme u- Prayers: 
And thoſe of Queen £lizaberh, 1559. The Jorm of bidding the 
Prayers to be uſed generally in this uniform ſort, But is this the 
Language of the Church's preſent Canons? No, it is plain it 
is not. The Title of the Canon relating to this Matter runs thus 
in Latin and Englit, Precations formula, a (uncionatoribus in con- 


| cionum ſuarum ingreſſu imitanda, The Form of a Prayer to be uſed 
by all Preachers before their Sermuns. Both Copics, you 
$ ſee, exprelly call it The Form of a Prayer, not the Form of biading 


Prayers : Only the Latin Canon ſays, That the Form of a 


Prayer which follows is to be imitated by Preachers; the Eu- 


[15 enjoyns it to be uſed, But if any Compariſon be to be made 
betwixt the two Copies, the preterence will, I preſume, he ea- 


ſily given to the Latm Copy, that being, I ſuppoſe, the Original 


and Authentick Act of the Synod. However [, can't but think 


it a very high Reflection on the Wiſdom and Skill of that Synod, 


4 5 n that they did not know any diff rence betwixt 4 Form 
07 of 

ers and A Prayer be the ſame thing, then it we pray, as 

you your ſelt own a Prayer to be the Uſage of the Miniſters of 


ding the Prayers, and A Form of Prayer, If f bidding the Pray- 


| this 
+ 41h: meaning of the Herd bid wu anci2ntly to pray, but ti 
plain the Compilers of the Canons underſtocd it ctherwiſe. Fer Can. 
5.4, by bid they mean the ſame with declare. 
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this Church, we act however as Canonically as they who bid thy 
Prayers. And if they are different Things to bid or declare the Prays 
ers and to pray, as I think they are; what muſt we think of the 
Church in calling this Canon The Form of a Prayer, when She only 
meant that it ſhould be an Exhortation to pray, or Declaration 
to the People, ſhewing them what they ſhould pray for? 41 don't 


indeed deny that the Form in the Canon is Exhortatory and 
not Precatory ; but it does not therefore follow but that it may 
be uſed as a Form of Prayer by all Preachers, as the Title of the 
Canon declares it was intended to be. | 

You obſerve that all the King's Titles are recited at length, 
which were it a — would be neither neceſſary nor proper. 
No, no more neceſſary or proper than to tell Go Almighty the 
Name ot our King; or to pray for His Royal Highneſs GEORGE, 
Prince of Wales, the Princeſs, &c. and all the Royal Family, as 
we doin our Morning Prayer, c. | g 

You add, That the Poſture of the Miniſter in delivering it, 
which is Standing, ſhews it to be an Exhortation. But where 
is that Poſture directed? And if it was, how does this Poſture 
any more ſhew what the Miniſter then ſays to be an Exhortation, 
than the ſame Poſture, which is preſcribed to be uſed by the 
Miniſter at the Communion Table, ſhews that what he there ſays 


is an Exhortation ? 


You proceed to tell us, That if this Form of bidding Prayer | 


[The Canon calls it The Form of a Prayer] were changed into 
* an actual Prayer, it would be the very {ame in Subſtance as 
the Prayer for the Church Militant.” And is not, I pray, 
the Prayer for the Church Militant the fame in ubſtance with 
the Morning or Evening Prayer? But there is this that I ſup- 
ole makes it notwithſtanding to be ordered, that it is to al 
uſed at a different Time and on a different Occaſion from that 
- > 2p the Order of Mori. ing or Evening Prayer is to be 
uſed. 
You add, That this Prayer of the Miniſter before the Ser- 
* mon is contrary to the Law of the Land,” To ſhew 
this, you cite the Statute primo Elixabethæ. The ſame Statute you 
know, I ſuppoſe, has been quoted to ſhew that the Forms of 
Prayer for the 3oth of January, the 29tb of May, the I of Au- 
guſt, the 5th of November, and the occaſional Prayers for Faſts 
and Thankſgivings are all Illegal and an Uſurpation on the 


Rights and Liberties of the Subject. Tho' what takes a little 


from the Force of this Cavilling 1s that it ſeems never to have 


been thought of by Church- men (for by the Puritans it was be- 
| to re 
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fore His Majeſties Happy Acceſſion to the Throne of theſe 
| Kingdoms. But that this is aStrain of the Senſe and Meaning 


- 


of the Law ſeems to me very plain, and ſuch a Strain too that 

if it had been allowed of would have been uſed by the Enemies 
of our Church as the /orteſt way with the Clergy. The preſent 
learned Bp. of Lincoln inforras us in his excellent Work, Enti- 
tuled, Codex Erclefie Anglicane, for which he had ſo deſervedly 
the Thanks of the Convocation, * That primo Jacobi II. An In- 
dictment for uſing alias preces in the Church, and alio modo 


© ſeemed to have been judged inſufficient, becauſe the Prayers 


* uſed may be upon ſome extraordinary Occaſion, and fo no 


Crime: And it was ſaid, That the Indictment ought to have 
© alleged, that the Defendant uſed other Forms and Prayers in- 
© ſtrad of thoſe enjoyned, which were neglected by him; for o- 
* therwiſe every Parſon may be indicted that uſeth Prayers be- 
* fore his Sermon, other than ſuch which are required by the 
Book of Common- Prayer.“ But if there be any meaning be- 
longing to the common Law Maxime that Lex currit cum praxi, 
or that Cuſtom is the beſt Interpreter of a doubtful Law; it is 
certain that the Words of the Statute No Form or Order of Com- 
mon- Prayer were never underſtood in ſo rigid a Senſe as abſolutely 
to forbid any other Prayers to be uſed in any Church, Chappel, 
ec. than what are contained in the Book of Common- Prayer e- 
ſtabliſhed by that Act. Since it is notorious that ever ſince the 
paſſing this Act, Biſhops have conſecrated Churches and Chap- 
pels by Forms of Common-Prayer of their own Compoſing : 
Occaſional Forms. of Prayer and Thankſgiving have been uſed 
on Faſts and Days of Publick Thanks, and for a great part of 
that Time, at leaſt; the generality of the Clergy of this Church 
have uled a Form of Prayer in their Pulpits both before and af- 
ter Sermon of their own Compoſure. f Now I'd fain Aſk, Are 
theſe Prayers open Prayers or no? Are they ſuch open Prayers as 
others are to come to and bear in common Churches, and private Chap- 
pels? You can't but ſay they are. And is not this then a de- 
monſtrative Proof, that from the time of making this Act, till 
within theſe four or five Years, at moſt, theſe Words of the Act 
have never been underſtood in ſo rigorous a Senſe as to forbid all 
other Prayers to be uſed in any Church or Chappel than thoſe 
which are contained in the Book of Common-Prayer, but only 


to forbid the neglecting the Ule of the Liturgy, and the uſing 
other Pravers inſtead of it. bp” But 


+ Mr. Kettlewel in the Tear 1695, obſerved that H ulpit t-rayers 


of private Compoſure, were then allowed of by aur own Church, Chri- 
ſian Communion p. 107. ; 
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But you argue further from the abuſe of this Canon. And I 
mult allow that the beit Things are capable of being abuſed. 
But I hope this is no good Reaſon for their being laid aſide, 
and made no uſe of. I readily grant that every Miniſter is bound 


in his Prayer before Sermon to keep to the fe of the Canon, 


or to imitate the Form there ſet down. And if this was conſci- 
enciouſſy done, no Body, I think, need fear the derogation, and 
deſpiſorg or depravmg our excellent Liturgy, being the conſequence 
of uſiur a Prayer before Sermon, Tho' I don't ſee that this is any 
more done by thoſe Clergy-men who bid the Prayers, than it is 
by thoſe who ufe a Prayer, You may be ſatisfyed of this, 
* by peruſing the Form of bidding Prayers uſed by 

. Riſhop Sancroft, in his Sermon preached at St. Peters Meſi- 
minſter, on the Firſt Sunday in Advent 1660, at the Conſecration 
of the Right Reverend Fathers in God John Lord Bp. of Durham, 
exc. and that uſed by Dr. Thomas Fierce, in his Concio Synodica— 
in Aide Paulina Londinenſi habita VIII. Idus Maias 1667. 

Laſtly, you intimate, That the bidding Prayers in the Pulpit is 
purſuant to the late Royal Injunctiuns of His Majeſty. But ſure, 
Sir, you had not theſe Injunctions before you when you writ 
this; ſince, if I may believe my own Eyes, thoſe Injunctions 
are fo far from obliging the Clergy to bid Prayers in the Pul Pits 
that they expreſly ſuppoſe that they uſe a Prayer there betore 
Sermon : al alfirm that the Lord's Prayer is the conc/ufion of 


their Prayer, and not the whole Prayer, or all the Prayer they | 


at that Time and in that Place uſe, 

I could ſay a great deal more on this Head, but I will only 
add, That if we may believe the learned Mr. Thorzaike, the pray- 
ne in the Pulpit before Sermon is more agreeable to the Practice 
of tbe Primitive Church than an Exhortation to, or —_— of 
Prayers. Theſe are that great Man's Words, In reading 
* and expounding the Scriptures, the Queſtion is not made, 
but that is the particular, wherein I mult yield ſomething ofpr:- 
vate Conception, to have been uſed in the Primitive Church Ser- 
© vice. It is believed that in the flowriſhing Times of the Church, 
Preachers were wont in the biginning of their Sermons, to 
© commend themſelves and their Labours to God's Bleſſing; 
© the Form is extant which St. An5ro/e uſed, neither do we find 
© that it was not at their own Choice [Of the Service of God at 
Religious Aſſemblits, cap. v.] and in his Jujt Neights and Meaſures, 
cap. 16. He ſtiles this Form, A Prayer [not a bidding of Prayers] 
of St. Ambroſe before bis Sermon, Judge you now, Sir, whether 


this Uſage of the Clergy of this Church of praying betore their 


Sermons 
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2 Canon, look a little bumourſome, when it's ſo well 


nown there are ſo many other Canons, which, if one may gueſs 
by the Penalties annexed to them, ere of much greater Con ſe- 
quence , that are no more regarded, than if they were never 
mide? Though indeed I freely own that I wiſh our Convoca- 


tion would reviſe this Canon, was it only for this Reaſon, that 
there ſhould not be that difference that to our Shame and le- 
pop there now is among our Clergy in their Mini{: adions. 

ut, Lord! When will that time come that we ſhall be ſe Hap- 
Py as to ſee the Things that belong to our Peace? 

What you obſerve, p. 1 58, &c, That our excell nt Liturgy pro- 
mote: Loyalty in us 45 Subjetts is very juſt. Th it muſt be owned 
is the genuine Deſign of it, to initruct us chat the King is God's 
Miniſter, that he hath His Authority, and that tis ther tore var 
Duty faithfully to ſerve, honour, and bumbly oy Hm m God and for 
God ; or not for Wrath only but for Con/c:-nce-ſake. So that it 
is ſure no one can ſincerely joyn in the Celebration of this 
Divine Service without being the faithful Subjects of His Ma- 
jeſty, and bonouring and obeying Him, and all that are put in Authority 
ander Him. And how much would it have been for the Glory ot 
thoſe who profeſsthemſelves Members, nay, the moſt faithful ones, 
of this Church, had they been always acted by theſe Principles, 
and ſo watch'd unto their Prayers as to have thoſe Diſpoſitions 
for which they prayed? But Nature you know, Sir, is very apt 
to Rebel againſt Principle; and nothing but the Influences of 
Divine Grace can correct and cure that. For want of this you lee, 
Sir, how corrupt Nature has broke out into the moſt violent 
Exceſſes, how Men have been rid by their Paſſtens, and hurried 
to curſe that Prince whom in their Prayers they entreat God to 
ſave; nay, to reſiſt and rebel againſt that very Prince waom in 
their publick Devotions they own to have God's Authority, and 
to be his Miniſter. For this you muſt own to be the true caſe of 
thoſe Brizj/h Churchmen who were concerned in the late Rebel- 
lion, and are {till buſy in ſetting Men againſt the King and his 
Government, and are taking all Opportunities to raiſe Mobs 
and 'Tumults to inſult and diſturb it. This you muſt allow to 
be the Caſe of thoſe Cl:rry-n.cz who officiate in the Church, who 
diſpute every Step they take, and are continually calling in Que- 
ſtion the Kings Authority, and the lawfulneſs of his Commands. 
Of this I beg leave to give you one Inſtance, i. e. The refuſing to 


oblerve the Day of His Maieſties Happy Accefſionto the Throne 
. 1 5 


3 of 


Sermons deſerve to be called an Error. On the contrary, does not 
the inſiſting with ſo much zeal on the rigid Obſervation of this 
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of theſe Kingdoms, the Faſts, or — of Thankſgiving ap 
| mr by him, or to read thoſe Occaſional Prayers which are 
et forth by his Authority, Did ever any Prieſt of the Church 
of England diſpute his Princes Authority in theſe Matters before? 
* Nay, isit not Notorious and beyond all Queſtion, that it was 
univerſally ſubmitted to ever fince the Reformation till within 
theſe Two Years? But theſe are ſome of thoſe monſtrous In- 
congruities which ſeem reſerved for the blackneſs of Darkneſs of 
the preſent Generation. Was it ever heard before now that 
Prieſts of the Chur ch of England ſhould doe their utmoſt from the 
Pulpit and the Preſs to kindle a Jealouſie in Mens Minds, that 
thereare ſome great Plots in hand, dangerous Plots, to change 
the Orthodox Religion eſtabliſhed in England, and to bring in, I 
know not what, Presbyterian Innovations in the room of it? Did 
ever any Prieſts of this Church before this unhappy Age, revile 
their Governours in Church and State, calling them Falſe Bre- 
thren, Eccleſiaſtical Abitopbels, perfidious Prelates, and Wily Vulpones ? 
No, theſe bitter Contumelies, of the Tongue and P, as A. B. Laud 
juſtly ftilesſuchCalumnies, were always, till now, thoughtutterly 
inconſiſtent with the Character of a true Son of the Church of Eu- 
gland. But alas! fo far have theſe Men who have thus depart- 
ed from their Principles and prottituted their ſacred Character, 
ſo far I ſay, have they been from being noted, and put to open 
Shame, that on the contrary they have 2A honoured with ex- 
ceeding great Honours, they have been reſpected as Martyrs 
and Conieſſors, and almoſt worſhipped as the Culmina Santtorum. 
And how is by this means the faithful City become an Harlot ? Her 
Silver in become Droſs, and ber Wine mixt with Water, Every Body 
mult be ſenſible what Scandals and Offences have come by theſe 
Means, and what advantage have been given by them not only 
to our Sectaries, but to the Enemies of all Religion, 
But you add, That we hold the King's Supremacy in oppoſition 
to the Pope, wheres the Seflariſts diſown the King to be Supreme Head 


0 
7 Th- Brſh:ps and Clergy in th: Convocation 1603, ſay, that the 
Book of Common-Prayer | which to ſatisfy th? Puritans, was then al- 
tered in ſome particulars] was lately explained in ſome fe, Points by 
His Majeſties Authority, according to the Laws, and His Highneſs 
prerogative in that behalf And yet the Act of Unif-rmity primo Eliz, 
was then as much in Ferce as it i nem: And it is certain, that no 
fewer than VI. Prayers and Tbankſgivings were then added, beſides 
| the alteraticns in the Rubricks, and th? Additions to the Catechiſm, 
But then the Puritans objected to the Liturgy ef James I. that it was 
a uneſtabliſhed Liturgy, And e nert Bedy ſecs to what extreems Qpp3. 
ſitien will drive Men. a 
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of the Church, You don't here ſay whom you mean by the Sect- 
ariſts; but, if [underſtand the Writings of fome who call them- 
ſelves Prieſts of the Church of Engiend they are as much againſt 
the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy of the King as the moſt violent 
Sectariſt can be. You have, no doubt, heard of the famous Rec- 
tor of Nilnington, his calling it an Ofpreſſive Supremacy, and beat- 
ing the Drum to awaken and ſtir up the poor, tame, diſbirited, 


drouſie Body ot the Clergy, as he calls them, to ſhake off their 


Fetters, and recover their Rights. Dr. Hicks, who, you know, has 
been regarded by our younger Clergy as their Maſter and Father, 
exprelly aſſerts that what the Presbyterian Writers inſiſt on as 
to the Dilin&ion of the Power and Polity of the Church trom 
that of the State, orin other Words in oppoſition to the Regal 
Supremacy as taught in our Church, is ſound Doctrine. Though 
I muſt obſerve the Doctor was not always of this Opinion, ſince 
in his Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Jau. ;oth, 1683. Theſe 
very Doctrines are cenſured by him as popiſh and damnable _ 
tions, But the Doctor had a Political Deſign to ſerve, and he 
was not ſo much a Stranger to Humane Nature as not to be ſen- 
ſible that the aſſerting 9 to the Clergy independent on, 
and ſuperiour to that of the Kings of the Earth; and ac- 
cordingly ſtiling them Soveregns, Regents, and aſcribing to them 
Thrones and other Characters of Sovereign Princes was a proper 
way to work upon the Paſſions of Ambitious Men, and to cajole 
their Weaknels ; and what Succeſs the Doctor has met with let 
Hiſtory inform Poſterity, 

P. 162. You obſerve wherethe People offer up ſo many Prayers and 
Interceſſſons for each other, they cannot entertain Thoughts or Meaſures 
to revenge, bite and devour one another. So indeed Charity would 
incline one to hope, that no one could in earne/? joyn in 
the devout and excellent Service of our Church but he muſt go- 
vern his finful and unruly Paſſtons, and be endowed with that Cha- 
rity which is the very Hond of Peace, But, alas! it is but too 
_—_ that this is only Speculation and Thought. For what can 

more evident than that notwithſtanding the plain and evident 
tendency of our publickPrayers to beget and inflameinusa mutual 
Love to each other ; and rake away all batred and prejudice againſt 
thole that are without; yet how unhappily are we divided a- 
mong our ſelves? How little inclinable are we to bear one with 


another? And how exaſperated and full of rage do we appear 


againſt thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to ſeperate themſclves from 
our Communion ? Nay, fo far are ſome zealous Members of our 


Church from condemning themlelyes for acting fo directly con- 
trary 
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trary to their Solemn Devotions, That they ſeem to think they 
do well in proſecuting thoſe that doe not join with them in the 
fame Acts of Divine Worſhip as Men not tit to live. But this it is 

in is not to know whatSpirit we are of. Although the Hurts are 
without the Church there is yet a Duty owing to them as Men, 
and as Citizens of the ſame Common wealth. The Apoſtle di- 
rects us to walk in Wiſdom, and to walk hongſtly towards them 
that are without; and to behave our ſelves in ſuch a manner to- 


wards them as not to give them — occaſion to think ill of 


us. But now does not natural Reaſon and common Senſe teach 
People not to think well of thoſe who are always making them 
2 gazing Stock by r. and taking all Opportunities to 
Ipoil their Goods, inſult their Perſons, and deſtroy their Lives? 
Do we not pray that God would have Mercy upon all, Jews, 
Turks, Infidels and Heriticks ; and do we yet on all Occafions 
treat them without any Mercy at all? Don't we pray, That it 
ould pleaſe God to bring into the way of Truth «Ul ſuch as have erred 
and are deceived? and do we notwithſtanding do all we can 
to drive them from the way of Truth by acting unjuſtly and 
diſhonſtely towards them, perſecuting them with ſo much Ma- 
lice, _ and Fury, as to cauſe the way of Truth to be evil 
poken ot, and to lay a Stumbling-block and Rock of Offence 
in their way? The Apoſtles, it we may believe the Word of a 
Heathen, were no Robbers or Spoilers of the Heathen Tem- 
ples. And yet it mult be owned that the Idolatrous and Super- 
ititious Worſhip celebrated in them was much more offenſive to 
the Chriſtian Religion than any of the Devotions performed by 
eur Proteſtant Diſſenters in their Conventicles. 

But, P. 170. You ſeem to glory that the People ſeem univerſally 
Fer in the Church's Defence.) And if indeed frequent Mobs and 
Tumults, pulling down Meeting-houſes, curſing the King and 
reviling his Miniltry ; If Swearing and Curſing, and being Drunk 
for the Church; If theſe are Arguments ot the People being 
more univerſally ſet in the Defence of the Church now than 

were, J am afraid indeed there is but too much Reaſon 
to think ſo. But is not this to pull down what they pretend to 
build and defend ? l, for my part, can truly ſay that according to 
zne beſt Obſervation I have heen able to make (and I have been 
a? Diligent in making my Obſervations as I could) That ſince 
the Cry of the Churches Danger (which now we are ſure was never 
meant of the Church Eſtabliſhed, which our Advaſaries call the 
Schiſmatical Church of England) the People have been perfectly 
angovernable: They have deſpiſed both King and Prieſt. and 


there 
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there is no Truth, nor Mercy, nor Knowledge of God in the 
Land. When l firſt was admitted to the Honour of Miniſtring 
before the Lord in this Church, the common People heard me 
gladly, and did not ſtrive with me. I had the Comfort of ſee- 
ing the deſire of my Soul, a willing and obedient People. With 
what Order, and Decency, with what Devotion and Uniformity 
were our Daily Miniſtrations performed! Whereas now, tho 
my Congregation is not leflened, yet I do not obſerve either that 
Devotion in the Church, nor that peaceable and tractable Tem- 
r out oh it wherewith I was then made happy. I continue to 
celebrate Divine Offices with the {ame conſcientious Exactneſs 
as I did 20 Years ago. But for all that I am now reproached 
as 2 Enave and Diflembler with God and Man, a Presbyterian 
in my Heart. Theſe Wounds indeed were firſt made by ſome of 
my Brethren of the Clergy; But they have been induſtriouſly 
laid open and expoſsgd to my Pariſhioners. And what Suc- 
eſs, think you, my Miniitry can have when it is fo blamed 
and labours under ſuch heavy Reproaches ? And yet I ſolemnly 
proteſt, if I know my own Heart, I ſincerely believe what I have 
aſſented to, and I defy my worſt Adrvarſary to charge me with 
the leaſt breach of the Rules of my publick Miniſtration. I can 
and doe truly ſay with the Eminent Dr. Sor, That the truly 
Primitive Conſtitution, pure and undefiled Religion of this 
Church, I ſhall always admire and reverence ; and whatſoe- 
* ver Her Fate may be, I am chained to her Fortunes by my 
© Reaſon and Conjci-nce, and ſhall ever eſteem it more eligible 
to becruſh'd by Her Fall, (which God avert) than to flouriſh 
and triumph on Her Ruines,* Accordingly I have ever to the 
utmoſt of my Power, oppoſed all manner of Innovations un 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip. Thoſe modern * Shibbo- 
[:ths of Churchmen as being contrary to the Doctrines I have 
received, and thoſe Ulages which have been in this Church e- 
ver ſince | was a Catechumen in it, I own I have always expreſ- 
ſed my diſlike and abhorrence of. I have done what I could to 
inſtruct in meekneſs thoſe who have oppoſed themſelves, and 
have 


* Succeſſion of Biſh ps being a Nite ef the Church; the H ly Eucba- 
riil being a priper Material propitiatory Sacrifice ; The Neceſſity of pri- 
vate Cenfeſſien to a Prieſt, and of th! Sacerdital Abſu lution to Fer- 
gveneſs of Sin; The Independency of the Church, er th? Eccieſiaſlicł Li- 
berty ; Prayers f the Dead, and railing at our great Reformers as 
Eraſtians, Ce. B.? ing Prayers in the Pulpit; conſ:crating the Holy 
Eucharist with the Back turn d ts the People ; and ſuch other Wiims 
lately intredaced, 
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have been ſo happy as often to meet with Succeſs. I have ne- 
ver render'd railing for railing, nor could I ever think my felt 
juſtified by a Zeal for the Church to lay a ſide my Reaſon and 
Humanity, and give my ſelf up to the mercileſs Fury of an 


- ungoverned Paſſion, I very heartily lament our unhappy Di- 
x - ons but do not think that this is the way to cure them. 


[ have only one thing more to add, and that is that what you 
ſay p. 171. looks like a deſigned Reflection on our Governours, 
The Elders, ſay you, and the chiefeſt among Mey, ſet them(the Clergy) 
at Nonght. In the Page before you had obſerved that the Churchwith 
its Prieſthood was never more generally beloved, but it ſeems this is only 
by the Common People; The Elders ſet them at Notight. So 
that it ſeems the Church and its Prieſthood are ſo far from being 
beloved by the Elders or chief of our Nation, that they are ſer 
at Nought by them, expoſed and treated with great Contempt 
and Slight. You, Sir, live in a more publick Place than I do, 
and ſo muſt know this better than I. But ſtill, methinks, I 
hope this is not true, but that our Þ Princes, our Nobility and 
Gentry do not deſpiſe or ſet at Noughtany Prieſts ot this Church 
who are ſerious and conſcientious Labourers in the Word and 
Doctrine, and who induſtrioufly avoid giving any Offence that 
their Miniſtry be not blamed. But indeed I can't but ſay, That 
if there be any among us who preach only our ſelves, whoſe main 
Buſineſs it is to hunt for Preferment and negociate tor Advance- 
ment; if there be any ſuch who notwithſtanding their repeated 


Oaths and Obligations to His Majeſty, do yet ſhew ſo little Re- 


verence for their Oaths, as to act directly contrary to them; it is 
no 


+ If any truſi may be placed in a Pince, we can't ſure but think orer 
King a true Friend to the Church and its Miniſters. He has nct only 
tleclared in Nerds, That the Church of England, ſhall always have 
his Favour and Protection; but as the preſent Lord Bp. f Oxford has 
juſtly ebſerved, His Majeſiy has net only obſerved this Promiſe, which 


le has repeated en all pr per occaſions, with reſpect to us of the Clergy 
in cemmen with the ret of His Subjects; but hath diſtinguiſhed us 


< by ſeveral peculiar and very great Marks of his Aﬀetion aud Fa- 
< vour, He hath lately purchaſed one of the largeſt and beſt Farni- 
© ſhed Libraries that ever was þp'ſſ*ſſ-d by any private Perſ:n;, and 
placed it in ene cf cur two Univerſities, where it was miſt want-d : 
© and in the Firſt Tear of his Reign, in concurrence with the Parlia- 
ment. He eſtabliſhed a ſure Fund for the raiſing of ſuch a Sum to- 
wards the Maintenance f ſume cf the Clergy, as perhaps, except the 
« Royal Bounty of our lat; Gracicus Sovereign . the greateſt Gift 
« that ever was, at ne time in any Age, beſt wedj., "is Uſe, Charge 
to the Clkrgy of his Dioceſs, at his primary Viſitation, p. 21. 
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no wonder if ſuch be ſet at Nought, and that the Sacredneſs of 
their Character dol'nt preſerve their Perſons from Contempt. 
He who cannot lie, has atlured us, That the Prophet who [peakerb 
Lies, notwithſtanding his being a Prophet, be is the Tail. 

I have now done, Sir, I humbly beg your Pardon tor this In- 
terruption of you; and do moſt ſincerely pray for a Bleſſing on 
your excellent Labours and Miniſtry ; that they who hear you 
may be built up in their moſt Holy Faith; that they may daily 
increaſe in all Goodneſs; and above all, may have pour'd into 
their Hearts that molt excellent Gift of Charity, the very Bond 


of Peace and of all Vertues, without which, whoſoever liveth 
is counted dead before God. 


FUSS CMRIEFLE 


P e 160. You ſay, the S:Fariſts aſſert, That Kings are ordained 

or the People, and may be r:ſijred by them; That Kings are accoun- 
table to their People, and that Reſiltance is the Right and Ordinance of 
Nature. For this I look'd into the Aſſemblies Confeſſion of Faith 
(ſuppoſing that by Sariſts you meant the Precbyterians ) and 
there I fund theſe Words, God the ſupream Lord —hath 
* ordained Civil Magiſtrates to be, under him, over the People; 
for his own Glory, and the Publick Godd. It is the Du- 
ty of People to pray for Magiſtrates, to honour their Perſons, 
to pay them Tribute and other Dues, to obey their lawtul 
Commands, and to be ſubject to their Authority for Conſci- 
* ence Sake. Infidelity or Difference in Religion doth not make 
void the Magiſtrates juſt and legal Authority, nor free the 
People from their due Obedience to him.“ Now, Sir, judge 
you whether any thing in this Confeſſion imports what you charge 
the Sefariſts with. As to the Queſtion, Whether in any Caſe the 
Croil Magiſtrate may be reſiſted. You know it has been debated 
by others beſidesPresbyterians. And if you ll believe the Learn- 
ed and Reverend Dr. Francis Atterbury, now Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
* © Greatand Good Men who have very much and uſefully la- 
* boured in defending the Rights of Princes, and reprefling 
* Popular Licenſe have contended, That in cafe a Prince ordained 
* for the Preſervation of the Commonwealth, ſhould mangle and lay 
© it waſte, ſubvert all its Rights, Religious and Civil; exerciſe 
an inhumane Cruelty on the Lives and Fortunes ot His Sub- 


* jects; or attempt to ſubject his Country to a Foreign 
6 Power, 


*Cncio ad Clerum Lendinenſem pabita in aeeidji . Eig. ib4c1h 
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Power, it is lawful for the People to reſſt ſuch Attempts, to 
* bridle this Madneſs, and to keep off from themſelves the Plagus 
and Deſtruction with which they are threatned.” And unleſs 
you'll grant that Kings are not the Miniſters of God to the Peo- 
ple for their Good, but for their Hurt and Deſtruction, you 
muſt allow that ſuch a Refiſtance as this is the Law and Ordi- 
nance both of God and Nature, And this we are ſure was an O- 
Pinion that the Divines of this Church were very unanimous in 
teaching, before the great Rebellion caus dl many of them to 
run into the Extream of quarcing That for Subjefts to bear Alms 


againſt their Kings Offenſive or Defenſive upon any Pretence whatſo- 


ever, is at leaſt to reſiſt the Powers which are ordamed of God. To 
ſhew this, I'll only tranſcribe for your Peruſal, part of * the 
Copies of certain Letters wrote by V. Bedell, afterward Biſhop of 
Kilmore, ec, in Ireland. Thele Letters are dedicated to the moſt 
High and Excellent Prince Charles, afterwards K. Charles I. and 
therefore we may well preſume the Author was not ſenſible of 
any thing in theſe Letters that could be conſtrued as encouraging 
Rebellion. And yet thus the learned and pious Writer vindi- 
cates the Lawfulneſs of the Proteſtants Wars in France and Hol- 
land. Lou would know ſaith he to Wadſworth, quo Jure the Pro- 
* teltants Wars in France and Holland are juſtified, Firſt, The 
Law of Nature, which not only alloweth, bur inclineth and 
'nforceth every living Thing to defend it {elf from Violence. 
Second, That of Nations, which permitteth thoſe that are in 
the Protection of others, to whom they owe no more but an 
Honourable Acknowledgment, in caſe they go about to make 
themlelves abſolute Sovereigus, and uſurp their Liberty, to reſiſt 
and itand for the ſame. And if a lawful Prince (which is not 
yer Lord of his Subjects Lives and Goods) ſhall attempt to 
deſpoile them of the ſame, under Colour of teducing them to 
his own Religion, after all humble Remonſtrances, they may 
ſtand upon their own Guard, and being aſſailed, repel Force 
with Force, as did the Michabees under Antiochus. In which 
caſe natwithitanding the Perſon of the Prince himſelf oughtal- 
ways to be lacred and inviolable. as was Saul's to David. Laſt- 
ly, If the inraged Miniſter of a lawful Prince, will abuſe his 
Authority againſt the fundamental Laws of the Country, it is 
no Rebellion to defend themſelves againſt Force, wo 
ſtill their Obedience to their Sovereign inviolate.“ And this 
it is plain is the Opinion of thoſe who have wrote of the Law of 
Nature and of Kingdoms; That to uſe Puffendorff's Words f Ele- 
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mentorum Juriſprudentie Univerſals Lib. 2. Sec. 23. ] Populc comperit 
Jus in caſu extreme neceſſitatis, quando nempe prenceps in hoſtem abut, 
ſuam ſalutem ad verſus ipſum de fendi. 

As to the Conſequence ot theſe Principles, Experience has 
ſhewn that they are no more Introductive of Rebellion thin rhe 


moſt ſlaviſh Doctrines of the Bowſtring, and a moſt abſolute 


Paſſive Obedience. It is well known that the Presbyterians 
were the principle Agents in bringing back the King at the _ 
y Reſtoration. That many of them hazarded their Lives tor 
is Majeſties Service during his Exile. Tis as well known what 
Returns were made to them for this their Loyalty and Suffering; 
That the Eſtates many of them had purchaſed, were taken from 
them without any Compenſation made to them; that they wre 
diſpoſeſſed of all Places of Profit and Truſt ; and the Clergy in 
5 had ſuch * hard Conditions impoſed on them, in or- 
er to keep their Preferments, that they muſt either quit them or 
be ſelf-condemn'd. This you can't but ſay, was very provo- 
king. But for all this, did you ever hear that any vt them 
1 libel, and lampoon d His Majeſty and his Miniſtry ? Did 
any of them meet together in a mobbiſh and tumultuous man- 
ner to inſult their Fellow. Subjects, and pull down the Church- 
es? Or did they laſtly, break out into open Rebellion, and 
— to dethrone the King and murther him? No, you 
muſt have ſome ſecret Hiſtory different from all thoſe we at 
preſent have, if you have any Account of the Presbyterians thus 
_— On the contrary, its well known how contentedly they 
took their Fineing, Impriſonment, and Spoiling of their Goods, 
and how many of them choſe rather to. leave their Native 
Country than to do any thing to revenge themſelves of — 
E 2 who 

* This AZ [of Uniformity I preſs'd hard upon the © Trinciptes of 

© the Presbyterian Miniſters, and tho the Grounds for N:n-ccmpliance 
© were not the ſame to every individual Perſ.n, yet about 2000 of them 


© Jeſt their Preferments upon ſcrupuling ſome Parts ef th? Statate. 


Thiſe who quit their Intereſt are certainly in carueſt, and de- 
© ſerve a charitable Cinſtrafticn: Miflakes in Religion are to be ten 
« derly uſed, and Conſcience ought to be pitied when it cannct be relieved. 
Mr. Collier, E. H. V. II. P. 889. 

+ My Lord Chancellor Clarendon in his Speech to both Houſes of Far- 
tiament, Sep. 13. 1660. fakes notice indeed that His Majefly recei- 
ceived frequent Information of Seditious Sermons in the City and in 
the Country, in which all Induſtry was uſed to alienate the Affectiors 
of the People, and to infuſe ſealouſies into them of the King and Ris 
Government. But then His Lerdſhip intimates that theſe Seditiou: 
Preachers neither contributed to His Majeſty's conung in, nor were 
glad that He was ins : 
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who had done them ſo much injury. And how happy had it 
been for this Nation had all thus loved their Country, and 
ſought the Welfare of it? But ſo far have ſome of our Non- 
Jurors, eſpecially of their Prieſts, been from acting thus, that 
they have made it their great Buſineſs to inflame and divide us. 
For this purpoſe many of them have put on all Diſguiſes, ap- 
peared in all Forms and Shapes, being guilty. of the moſt no- 
torious Diſſembling and Equivocation, to revenge themſelves on 
their Fellow-Subjets. And God only knows, when the Effes 
of this their Helliſn Malice and Infernal Rage will ceaſe. How 
have even ſome of our Pulpits rung with Seditious Clamours 
and difloyal Reflections? How has the Preſs groan'd with mu- 
tinous Libels againſt the King and his Adminiſtration, and un- 


dutiful Cenſures of the Biſhops of this Church as not in its In- 


tereſt, and wanting in their Duty? This is too plain to be de- 
nied, and therefore I hope I ſhall not be blamed for telling to the 
Generations to come, what the happy Effects are of Abſolute 
Paſſive Obedience Principles, That Men who profefs to be influenced 
by them, do ſwear, forſwear, revile and calumniate, encourage 
Tumults and rebel. In ſhort, lay aſide their Principles, and 


are intirely acted by their own corrupt and depraved Nature. 
But *tis too plain what is the Reaſon of all this Wrath and 


Clamour againſt the Presbyterians. They who exerciſe it can't 
but be ſenſible that they are an impotent Body of Men com- 


pared with thoſe of the Church. But they are all Faithful to 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and will neither by Perſwaſion or 


Threats and Ill-Uſage be brought off from being ſo. And Hine 
Lachrymæ. This makes them worſe than Heritichs and Idolaters, 


«< 


Ad Page 16. Line 25. 


Deinde abſolvat Sacerdos infiruum, ab omnibus peccatis 
ſuis hoc modo dicens. 


Dominus noſter Feſts Chriſtus pro ſlua Magna 
pictate te abloivat: et ego aucoꝛitate ejuſdem dei 
domini naſirt elu Chriſti, et beatozum Apoſtolozum 
petri et pauli, et ancozitate michi tradita abſolvo 
te ab omnibus pecatis his de quibus coꝛde contritus, 
et oꝛe michi tonfeſſus es: Et ab omnibus aliis pecca⸗ 
tis tuis de quibus ſi tue otturrerentHemozie libenter 
tonffteri Nelles: et Sacramentts etelcſie te reſtituo. 
In nomine Patris et Filit et Spiritus Sancti Amen, 


and to be unworthy to, pe uſed even with common Humanity, 
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SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


Sons of the Clergy, 
| B Y 
Dr. BISSE, 


Intended to vindicate the En- 


gliſh Reformation from the Charge of 
Sacriledge, Fraud, &c. 


In a Letter to the Reverend Dr. Kennett, Dean 
of Peterborough. 


Render to ALL their DUES, Rom. XIII. 7. 
I fear nothing more than that ſome time or other, we 
ſhall by the Strength and Force of our Rhetoric, preach 
both the Church and Religun out of Doors. Serious 


England, Cc. P. 43. 
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Aas 
Reverend Sir, 


HAVE, at your Defire, peruſed Dr. Biſſe's Ser- 
| mon, preach d before the Sons of the Clergy, 
| Decemb, 6. 1716. and am indeed of your Mind, 
that there are many things in it very Injurious ta 
the Honour of the Reformation. But what ExaCtneſs 
can any body expect from a Man who in ſo Sacred 
a Place, and on ſo ſolemn an Occafion aſſerts, That there are 
* THOUSANDS of Cures [in England] of different Titles and 
* Tenures, the Yearly Maintenance whereof are far inferior to 
* the«ſual Hire, or Support of the MEANEST DOMESTICKS; 
That our Clergy are become the worſt provided for of any in 
* the Chriſtian World: That every one knows that there are 
Hundreds, yea, Tnovs AN ps of Secular Offices, the Revenue 
* whereof equals that annexed to molt of our Biſhopricks; and 
* that there are {ome [Secular Offices] which in Value would 
* ballance them All, when put into the Scale together.” Such 
extravagant Aſſertions as theſe cauſe one to ceaſe to wonder that 
the Author of them is no great Admirer of Common Senſe ; but 
chuſes to prefer the Common Faith or Opinion to it. Other In- 
ſtances of the Doctor's Exactneſs and Accuracy you will find in 
the Sequel of this Letter. For it's my Defign to take the ſeve- 
ral Paſſage: in the ſame Order in which they lie in the Doctor's 
Sermon. I am very ſenſible that by my ſo doing, I ſhall be liable 
to incur the Cenſure of being a Falſe Rrotber,a Berrayer of my Order, 
an Enemy to the Church, and what not? But it is no part of my 
Bufineſs to ſeek to pleaſe Men. And I am throughly convinced 
that if the Principles which the Doctor advances in this Sermon 
be ſound and true, there is no ſuch thing as either an Authorized 
Miniſtry or a Chriſtian Church upon the Face of the Earth. Be- 
fides, ſuppoſing our Church be a true Church, yet what Opini- 
on muſt our People have of it, when they find, chat according 
to the Doctor, it is founded on Sacrilege, Fraud, Rapine and 
Rebellion? I have long been ſatisfyed of the Juſtneſs of 


the Obſervation of the learned and exact Dean —_ 
at 
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That * nothing bath been of greater Prejudice to many certain and im- 
portant Truths in the Minds of Men, than the putting of them upon 
too high Principles through the forward Zeal of ſuch who are 
more warmly than wiſely affected to them, This Age can afford 
many Inſtances of this. Since ſuch Principles have been advan- 


ced through ſometimes a forward Zeal of weak Men, and at o- 


thers a d:fwning one of cunning Men, as indeed have charged not 
only our Government, but the whole Body of our People with 
a conſtant Practice of Impiety and Sacrilege. The many falſe 


Maxims, and extravagant Claims relating to the Dignity of the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood, and Sacerdotal Powers which ſome among 
us have lately aſſerted, I think, I am able to ſhew are the 
true Natural Cauſes of that Uubelief of revealed Religion, Con- 


lain of a- 
mong us. But not to detain you with theſe General Obſerva- 
tions. 

Page 5. The Doctor complains of the heavy Charges, and ſeem- 
ingly terrible brought againſt our Order. And it muſt be own'd that 
great Offence has been talen at the Conduct and Behaviour of 
too many of our Clergy. But then I think the proper Uſc 
that we ſhould make of this, is to conſider whether or ao, we 
who are of this ſacred Order, have not, ſome of us at leaſt, givo! 
Offence. For it ſeems very unjuſt to beat and reproach others, 
when at the ſame time the Fault is in our own People. Gol 
himſelf aſſures the Jewih Priefts, that theretore He had maar 
them contemptible and baſe before all the People, according as they 
bad not kept bis Mays, but had been partial in the Law, And the 
Apoſtle himſelf intimates, That if we give Offence in any thing, this 
will be the Effect, that the Mmiſtry will be blamed, Accordingly 
we may obſerve, that the very beſtMen have lamented the Sins of 
the Prophets and the Tniquities of the Priets ; and inſtead of —_— 
Reproaches on others, have taken Shame to themſelves, an 
wept for theirs, and their Companions Tranſgreſſions. If we 
will believe the Word of an Apoſtle, To meaſure our ſelves by our 
ſelves, and compare our ſelves among our ſelves i nor wiſe. For not 
he that commendeth himſelf & approved. St. Chry/oſtome has 
obſerved, That it is not poſſible to conceal the Offences, or the Faults of 
Prieſts, but even the ſmalleſt of them are preſently made publick, Tho 
therefore we put our Hands before our Eyes and don't fee o- 
thers, yet we cannot put out their Eyes, and hinder them from 
ſeeing us. I ſhould think it therefore more Ingenuous to confeſs 


tempt of the Prieſthood, Ec, which all good Men comp 


and bewail the Scandals and Offences that have unhappily been 


given 
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iven by too many of our Order, than to go about toapologize 
r them. I wiſh indeed, that there was no Truth in the In- 
vective the Doctor repeats, That our Order inſtead of Peace 
brings a Sword ; that it either impoveriſhes or infeſts ; that it 
brings under, or turns the World upſide down. But it cannot, 
it muit not be denied, that too many of our Order have in ma- 


. uy Reſpects acted as it this was the main End of its Inſtitution, 


to unſettle Mens Minds, to embroil Governments, and pro- 
mote Seditien and Diſturbance. To ule the Words of the 
Learned and Judicious Vindicator of the Realm and (Church of 
ENGLAND fron. the Charge of Perjury, c. It would be to lit- 
tle purpoſe to diſſemble what all the Nation knows to be moſt 
true, that hardly any ſort of Men in the Kingdom have either 
appeared more obſtinately diſaffected to the Proteftant Etablifh- 
ment, or have more heartily labour'd to overthrow it, than ſe- 
vera] among the Clergy have done. How many of thoſe, who 
have readily taken the Oaths to the Covernment, and abjur'd 
both the Title and Intereſt of the Pretender, have nevertheleſs 
ſhewn too little regard to all this in their Actions and Con- 
verſations? It is a Melancholy thing to conſider, how our 
very Pulpits themſelves have ſometimes been made the 'Trum- 
pets of Sedition; and helped on thoſe unhappy Diviſione, 
which have ſo often brought us to the very brink of Ruine; 
and from which our Enemies {till flatter themſelves, that they 
ſhall yer be able to deſtroy us. You have heen too nice an 
Obſerver of the Tranſactions of your own Times to need parti- 
cular Evidences of theſe Facts. You know the Men who repre- 
ſented King 1#/{:am as a Prince of no Religion, and who indu- 
ſtrioufly ſuggeſted to the People that the late Bleſſed Queen, of 
Glorious Memory, made uſe of V. Folpones in Her Adminiſtra- 
tion, and advanced the Aaverſari-s of the Church to the Chief 
Places of Truſt. You have read the Sermons and Pamphlets, 


—_— 0 > —_— 0 6 0 0 


\ wherein ſome of our Biſhops have been repreſented as Atheiſts, 


and Blaſphemers ; as comprehenſive Latitudinarians; as neither 
Chriiten'd nor Chriſtians in their Principles; as great Pieces of 
Impudence ; as Men whoſe Politicks are Leviathan, and their 
Religion Latitudinarian, which is none; as Men more tender 
of the Diſſenters than of their moſt faithtul Brethren of tac 
Clergy or Laity; as minding more their Baronies and Reve- 
nues than the Honour of their Order. You have ſcen the pa- 
pular Invectives and Declamations made by ſome of our Onder 
againſt the Biſhops, as wanting in their Duty; as Favuurers ot 
the Hildebrandine Doctrine ot Refiſtance, which ther have 5 
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Jured as damnable; as Eccleſiaſtical Abitopbels; and Deluders of 
their Prince, to take ſuch Meaſures as are prejudicial to the 
Chriſtian Faithand Worſhip eſtabliſhed among us. You have 
_ the Hiſtory of our Nation from 1688 to 1711. written 

y the Author of the Martyrolozy, which the Doctor recommends 
as a Record that ought to be kept in every Sanctuary ; and 
have obſerved how much Slander is there heap'd together. 
You have heard the Complaints made by our Biſhops, of the 
diſreſpectful and unkind Behaviour of ſome of their Clergy to 
them, and ſeen in how ſoft and tender a manner they have ta- 
ken Notice of their Inſults and Provocations. But ſhould any 
one of leſs Obſervation think I acoravate things and heighten 
them beyond their jaſt Proportion, I am ready at any time to 


produce the Evidence at large, and name the particular Per- 


fons and Facts. But I do not delight in ſuch Work, nor ſhould 


J have here mentioned theſe Things, did I not think it neceſ- 


ſary toawaken us all to a quicker Senſe of our Duty, and to make 
us take care how we miſtake, as too many 'tis plain have done, 
a reviling, ſeditious Spirit, for a Zeal tor God and his Church. 
P. 11. Tis not within the compaſs of my Time or Purpoſe to de- 
ſcend fo Particulars, non to Open before vou the Rolls of thoſe 
Holy Fathers, which beginning from the Apoſtles in a regular 
mminterruþted Succeſſion, (ate in the Epiſcopal J hrones of Jeruſa- 
I'm, Artioch, Alexandria and Rome.] The Doctor here ſays very 
right, That to open the Rolls of thoſe Holy Fathers, which be- 
ginning from the Apoſtles in a regular uninterrupted Succeſſion, ſate 
in the Epiicopal Thrones of Jeruſalem, cc. is not to be done 
within the Compaſs of Time allotted for a Sermon. But he 
tells his Reader in the Margin, that Euſchius, in his Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, has given Catalogues ot theſe, down to his Time, vix. 
about the Year zoo. But you know, Sir, Bp. * Pearſon has 
ſhewn that Euſebius's Account is very diſturbed and confuſed. 
St. Peter is {et down as the firſt Biſhop of Reme, and yet it is a 
thing very diſputable, whether St. Peter was ever at Rome, Linus 
1s reckon'd as his immediate Succeſſor, and yet Biſhop Pearſon 
has ſhewn that Sr. Peter died after Linus. Cletus, Clemens, and 
Anacletis are reckon'd next, and yet Biſhop Pearſon has made 
it probable, at leaſt, that Cletus and Anacletus are both the ſame 
Perſon. Had therefore the Doctor opened his Rolls before his 
Congregatiun, they might only have gr to amuſe and mitlead 
them: and net in the leaſt contributed to ſatisfie them, that in 


theſe Sees there was a regular uninter rut ted Succeffion of Biſhops. 


P. 14. 
* Le Serie © Sacceſſiune pra r ora Roma Epiſcop:rame c. 2 
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P. 14. As they[the Fathers] were afpointed by Cod to be the Am 
baſſadors, ſo were they acknowleag'd by Men to be the beſt Interpre- 
ters of the Word of God, that Law of the moſt High; even as the 
Judges in our Iſrael, which rho* not the Authors, are referred to as the 
Interpreters of our Law. The ancient Writings and Interpretations 
of the Fathers, the Authority of each taking Place with their Antiquity, 
bave been, are, ougbt, and muſt be, the Rule of judging in all ſucceed- 
ing Ages of the Church. And thoſe that are Sons, who believe the 
Inſpiration of the one [the Holy Scriptures] generally ſubmit to 
the Interpretations of the other [the Fathers.] And is not this, 
Sir, very clever? Would any one now wonder at the Witch- 
craft of Rome, whereby ſbe makes the Suſpicon of Popery to cleave 
unto the Clergy, who teach ſuch Doctrines? Sure, there can be 
very little of Witchcraft in making the Suſpicion of Popery to 
cleave to thoſe who are actually gone over to it. I always 


thought that the BIBLE had been the Religion of Pro- 


teſtants ; that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be proud 


thereby, is not to be required of any Man that it ſhould be b2liev'd 
as an Article of the Faith. But the Doctor ſeems to ſuppoſe 
with the Papiſts, That the BIBLE is only Ink, variaufly fieu- 
red in a Book, un ſenſed Charatters, waxen-narur'd Word: not yet ſenſed, 
and not having any certam Interpretation or Meaning, and that therefore 
their Letter and Senſe muſt be aſcertained by the Fathers. But I 
defire to be informed. Are not the Writings of the Fathers 
Ink varioufly fizured in a Book? Are not they as mach unſenſid 
Charaflers as the BIBLE ? If they are, who is it that muſt Senſe 
their Writings, or give a certain Interpretation of hn? If a 
Man may by his own Study underſtand their Meaning, what 
ſhould hinder that he ſhould not by uſing an honeſt Applica- 
tion as eaſily and as truly underſtand the Scriptures ? J ſup- 
pole that the Fathers could better interpret the Scriptures than 
we can now, and more truely aſcertain their Senſe, is grounded 


on this Fancy, that they converſed with the Writers of the 


Scriptures themſelves. Suppoſe they did: Can any Man think 
that the Apoſtles could not as well explain their Meaning by 
Writing as by Word of Mauth? Or is it likely that the Fathers 
ſhould better and more clearly deliver their Sruſe in the Wri— 
tings than the Apoſtles could do themſelves in their 0x2? L 
allow this, is ſurely to do deſpite to the Holy Spirit of Grace, 


under whoſe Inſpiration the Apoitles wrote, by repreſenting 


Him as not able to affiit Men to write iatellicibly ; and is di- 
rectly contrary to Fact, in that it is notorious, the Senſe of the 
Fathers has as much been conteited and diſputed as ever the 
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Senſe of the Apoſtles Writings has been. This, Sir, I believe 
you'll think ſufficient to ſkew, that the Fathers Interpretation 
of Scripture is not of ſuch Authority as to oblige me to believe 
it to be the true one, becauſe it 10 theirs, * Not but that, to uſe 
the Words of a very learned Writer, I 2 it to be extream- 


* ly adviſeable, that as many as have Abilities, ſhould conſult 
the Ancient Fathers, and take in all the Aſſiſtance they can from 
their Writings, by learning from them the ancient Uſe of 
* Phraſes in the Language they wrote in, by finding the Opi- 
© nions that prevailed in the ſeveral Times and Churches where- 
in they lived, and by confidering carefully the Reaſons they 
© allege, why particular Texts were in their Days underſtood 
* in ſuch or ſuch particular Senſes.“ vid. Dr. Clark's Letter to 
the Reverend Dr. Hells, p. 17, &c. and Diſſeratio de S. Scriptu- 
rarum interpretatione autkore Daniele Whitby. 

P. 15. Theſe Mun [the famous  Prdlates who founded the greater 
art of the Allys and Monaſteries] were the Glory of their Times.] 
his is what I ſhould never have expected to drop from the 

Pen of a Man, who expreſſes ſo juſt a Zeal againſt IM PR O- 
PRIATORS. Since, you know, Sir, that theſe Founda- 
tions were for the moſt part laid with the Spoil of the Paro- 
chial Tithes and Offerings, and in a manner owed all their 
Greatneſs to the Alienation of them from thoſe for whom they 
were Originally intended. You, Sir, in your Caſe of Impropria- 
tions, have obſerved, that by the Artifice of the Monks to my 
the Parochial Clergy in a Servile Dependency on them, an Indul- | 
gence was obtained trom the Pope, * That whatever Churches 
they held in Advouſon, they ſhould from henceforth commit 
em to be ſerved by honeſt Clerks, who, as to the Cure of 
Cotes, ſhould be reſponſible to the Biſhop in whoſe Diocels 
they were, but as to the Benefus and all accruing Profits, ſhould 
be always accountable to the Abbot or Prior, and his Brethren. 
And that between ſuch Monaſtick and Papal Ambition and Ava- 
rice, a Badge of Slavery, unknown to the Saxon Churches, 
was imperiouſly put upon the Poor Engliſh Clergy, with 0 your 
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* Orthcdoxerum patrum authoritatem minime cenſemus eſſe ccu- 
te mnendam: ſunt enim permulta abillis præclari & utiliter dia, 
ut tamen ex ecrum ſenteutia de Sacris Literis judiceter nin ad- 

mittimus. Reformatio Legum. Fol. 4. Ed. 1571. 

+ By the Weird Prelate, is net to be underſtood thoſe n ly of the 
Epiſcopal Order; But Abbots, Pricrs, Archdeacons, nay the ReQors 
of Variſbes, are in our Provincial-Cmnflitati:ns diſtinguiſbed by that 
Title. vid. Lynwood. p. 97. | | | 
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© Succeſs, that above a third part, and thoſe penerallg the 
© richeſt Benifices in England, became appropriated to Mona- 
© ſteries.” Theſe Benefices the Monks pretended to ſerve them- 
© ſelves, but ſo little reliſh had they of the Paſtoral Care that 
© they did what they could to exempt themſelves, by ſbiftim off 
© the Duty upon one another. Till at length ſuchChanges and In- 
termiffions in the Paſtoral Care, became fo very Scandalous, 
that the Biſhops were forced to yes, and to reſtrain 
the Monks from a Perſonal Cure of Souls; and to oblige 
them to retain fit and able Capellans, Vicars, or Curates (Ti- 
tles which meant all the ſame Office) with a competent Salary 
0 * to them. But then again, they oppreſt theſe Sti pendiary 
© Vicars, with ſuch ſorry Allowance, and ſuch grievous Ser- 
vice, that the Biſhops at laſt brought them to Te Preſenta- 
© tion of * Vicars, endowed and inſtituted, who ſhould 
© have no other Dependance on the Convents, than the Rect- 
ors had upon their Patrons?' It is no wonder, that the Monks 
were ſuch implacable Enemies to the Epiſcopal Order, and were 
ſo deſirous to be exempted from its Tariſdi&ion ; Since it ſtood 
ſo much in the way of their ſatisfying their boundleſs avarici- 
ous Humour. 
But to ſhew, that there is no Caution ſufficient to guard a- 
aiſt, and prevent the ill Diſigns of ſubtle diſhoneſt Men: 
| 2m: this Inſtitution of — * though ordained by the Bi- 
ſhops, to remedy the Miſchiets of Appropriation, was turned by 
the Crafty Monks into a new Method of facilitating their Defign 
of adding to the Appropriations they had already got. For they 
now ſuggeſted that the /icar had his Part or Portion, one third 
of the Tithes, 2c. or Revenues of the Church ſettled on him; 
That the other Two Parts were always from the beginning de- 
voted to other Religious and Charitable Uſes ; as the building 
and repairing of Churches, Ec. and relieving the Poor; 
And that they could not be entruſted in better or ſafer Hands 
than theirs, whoſe very Order was inſtituted for the Sake of 
promoting Piety and Charity. Thus ſkilful were the Monks in 
the Art of driving on a Trade in Holy Things, And to this, their 
making the Houſe of God an Houſe of Merchandize, to this, 
I fay, it is that we owe that Poverty, and Meanneſs of ſo many 
of our Parochial Cures, which all good Chriſtians have ſo long 
lamented. And yet theſe, it ſeems, were the Men who were the 
GLORY of their TIMES. Sure, if they were fo, it can be for 
no other Reaſon than their being Eccleſiaſtichs. Since it is very 
evident that the Monks were as mortal Enemies to the Parochial 


Clergy, 
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Cler 2 and as tyrannical Invaders of their Rights as any Men 

could be. 
Some indeed, of the more honeſt Prelates and Monks, did 
abhor theſe Practices: They openly proteſted to abhor the 
Enormous Injuries that would ariſe from the Appropriations 
of the {:thes to their Abbys, ec. to be lamented by Perſons yet un- 
* tory, Some of them in their 6ewn Writing s acknowledge, that 
from the Time of the Religious entring upon a Benefice appro- 
* priated to them, all things grew from Bad to Worſe, and 
* Worſe; and there ſprung up daily more Diſcontent among 
© the People, and more Scandal to the Clergy.” But it the 
Doctor has a mind to ſee more concerning his good Friends, the 
Prelutes and Monks, and be further convinced how much they de- 
ſerve to be ſtiled the Glory of the Ages, in which they lived, 
The excellent Book I mentioned above, and from whence 1 
have taken what I have ſaid on this Head, will be of good Ule 
to him. There he'll find that the Monks were not generally, 
in the Times he mentions, thoſe Godly, Charitable Men, as he has 
repreſented them to be in this Sermon; He'll there ſee the 
Complaints made of their Avarice and Arbitrary Power, by both 
Engl:;fb-Men and Foreigners. Particularly, He'll there have the 
Opportunity of reading the Remonſtrance of the Engliſh Com- 
mons in Parliament againſt them, in the Reign of Richard II. 
In the following Words; The Religious Men through 
divers Coſou2s and Cantions milchievioully 
anppꝛopziate the Benefices of Yolp Chuzeh, having 
Cure of Souls, and throw down the Houſes and 
Editices of the lame to the G2ound, and * car2p them 
ali away; and diſt2op Divine Service, Yoſpitality, 
and other Barks of Chaziry, which were accuſtom» 
ed to be done in the ſaid Denefices to the Poo2 and 
Maimed, do cruclip withoraw and diſtron, and the 
Clcrgp from P2omotion do haz —— in Offen cc to 
God, Confuſion of their Souls, gricvous — 
| C 


* Here th: Dectir may ſee, where his Gl:ricas Monks had ſome (f 
the Materials to build the Houſes, wh:ſe Magnificence, be ſays, Pro- 
claims their Greatneſs, p. 16. They did nt ind:ed, want fer State an 
ſecular Splend:r. They did all tbey cu, t Proclaim their own 
Greatneſs, Their Prelates aſſumed b-th th: Epiſcopal Power and Cu. 
ments, as the Mitre, Paſtoral Staff, &c. But 2!1 this Greatnels had ts 
Feun dation laid in Fraud, Rapiue, and Oppreſſicu. 
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of their Country, and the Pariſhioners ; Final De- 
ſcruction of ihe Clergp, great Empoveriſhment of 
the Kingdom, and 1rrccoverable Hinine of the Bo- 
Ip Church of England. And let the Doctor, when he 
has confider'd thele things, judge whether theſe Religious Pre- 
lates were not indeed the Glory 7 their Times, Surely, it Fraud, 
Rafine and Sacrilege be any way I:glorious, theſe Glories of their 
Times muſt be attended with a dull Luſtre, and ſhed forth ve- 
ry weak Rays, For to them indeed do theſe Charges properly 
belong, not to the preſent Impropriators, on whom . Doclor is 
pleaſed to fix them. Our Reformed 8 have, its well 
known, many of them given the Whole of the great Tithes to 
the Uſe of the Pariſh Miniſter : and others of them ſettled very 
handſome Penſions out of them for the Vicar's better Support 
and Maintenance. And I am atraid therefore, it will be reckon'd 
little leſs than t to Charge the Poverty of the Clergy 
on the preſent Poſſeſſors of Imfropriations ; as if it was owing to 
them, that the Vicars are reduced to ſo low a State, as to be for- 
ced to beg their Bread. | 

P. 16. All the Poor of the Nation rere Supported at their [the 

Abbys and Moniſteries] Gates.] This, Sir, you well know, is 
a miſtake. * It is very true indeed, that there never was any 
© Taxlaid upon England, for maintaining of the Poor, before the 
latter end of the Reign of Queen El:zaberb.” But then it is as 
certain, that before this Act, the Abbeys and Monaſteries were far 
enough from {ſupporting at their Gates, all the Poor of the Natien. 
Beſides what the Poor received from thoſe Foundations, who 
ought to have been more Liberal than they were; they had the 
Contributions of the Biſhops and Clergy, and the Charity of 
Well-diſpos'd People, whoſe Offerings at Altars, Sepulchers, 
and Shiffines of Martyrs amounted to a great Sum. Beſides, 
Our Nobility and Gentry then lived more in the Country : 
Scarce a Pariſh but had one or more Gentleman's Seat in it; 
at whoſe Gates the Poor were very bountifully Relieved : And 
I fancy, I ſhould not over-do the Matter, if I added, that more 
of the Poor were thus Supported than by the Alins which they 
received at the Gates of the Abbizs and Monaſtertes. 

The Doctor adds, That the Monks built the Cathedral 
Churches with their own Strength, This is equally true with the 
former Aſſertion. The Monks and Abby Lubbers, were Men 
too Senſual and Voluptuous, and too great Lovers of their Plea- 


lures, to ſpare much of their Revenues to build Churches, &c. 
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Our Cathedrals were moſtly, you know, Sir, of Royal and Epiſ- 
copal Foundation ; as eur other Churches were chiefly built with 
the Charity of the deſpiſed Laity. There was in the middle and 
darker Times of the Church, a practice uſed of granting [ndu- 

excies to ſuch as would give Mony towards the Building and 

epairing of Churches: Which were then thought by the Cre- 
3 and Superſtitious People, to be of ſuch Efficacy and Va- 
lue, as that they thought they could never give too much for 
the Purchaſe of them. The Monks did, it's true, raiſe many 
Buildings, and employed many poor People, in and about them: 
But then the Mony that paid theſe Charges ſeldom or never 
came out of their Pockets: They either got the Pope to grant 
them the Benefit of Indulgencies, or the Appropriations of Tithes; 
or got the Relicks of ſome Eminent Saint, which was given out 
to Work Miracles, and to which therefore very liberal Offer- 
ings were made: or they .begg'd of all Comers to viſit their 
Churches, that they would beſtow ſome of their Charity on their 
Church, For this purpoſe, they had the Craft, ſometimes to 
leave ſome part of the Building unfiniſhed, in order to convince 
thoſe of whom they begg'd, that they had need of their Chari- 
| Thus, for Inſtance, the Cathedral Church of Canterbury, 
to which you know there was a great Reſort of Pilgrims and 
Strangers, had that part of the Eaſt-end over Thomas Becket's 
Crown left unfiniſhed, to all Appearance, though it is compleat- 
Iy Roof'd within, and ſecured from all Wind and Weather, 
For this was a fort of Duck-coy to thoſe Strangers who come to 
ſee the Church, and vifit Becket's T'omb, to wheedle them out 
of their Mony, to put the finiſhing Hand to ſo Noble and 
Magnificent a Structure, So that you ſee, if the Monks did 
build ſuch Ternples with their own Strength, it was with the 
Strength of their Wits, not of their Pockets. Had the Doctor 

bimſelf but ever gone round our Son, and viewed Her Temples, 
and obſerved the great Number of the Coats of Arms of our 
Princes, Biſhops, Nobility and Gentry, fixed to their Gates, 
their Cloyſters, and their Roofs, and painted in their Windows, | 
he could never have dreamed that thoſe Magnificent Structures, 
were raiſed by the fingle Strength of the Monks. 

P. 16. When this [ Temple of St. Pauls] in which we now 
fand, the Glory of our Nation, has been alſo the Work, of it. 
This is certainly very talſe. The building of that Cathedral e- 
very Body who knows any thing of this Matter, is ſenſible, was 
begun, carried on, and finiſhed not at a National Expence. Since 
the Tax laid on Coals for that purpoſe, was only on all Coa!: 

imported 
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imported into the Port of London, or the River of Thames, with- 


in the Liberty of the ſaid City ; as any one may be ſatisfied» 
by peruſing Stat. 19. (ar. II. c. 3. 1 Jac, II. c. 15. But this 
is juſt ſuch another Fable as that Pious one, that the other Ca- 
thedrais were built by the Monks, «:ith their oun Strength, or at 
their own Expence. Let therefore the Doctor know, That this 
Temple, The Glory of our N tion, was the Work of one ſingle 
Evglih Port; and that the ſame Port not only raiſed this Tem- 
ple at its own Expence, but built a great many Pariſh Churches, 
and are now a railing Tifty more; beſides its repairing a Neigh- 
buuring Minſter, and adding to its Grandure and Beauty : And 


that too without the Aſſiſtance of any Pious Frauds, [ndulgences, 


Appropriations, &c. 

P. 17. Who were the Founders of, who the Benefaflors to all this 
Greatneſs [of the Two Univerſities] ere they not almoſt all of 
the Ecclefiaſtich, Order ?] Suppole they had been quite all ot that 
Order, it would not have been ſo much to be wonder'd at, 
confidering that almoſt two-thirds of the beſt Eſtates in the 
Kingdom were in their Hands; and that they were all ſingle 
Men, without any Families to provide for, and maintain. But 
whoever Examines the Truth of this Aſertion, will ſoon be 
convinced, that the Founders of, and Benefactors to all the 
Greatneſs of our Famous Univerſities, were by no Means almoſt 
all of the Eeclefraſtick, Order. If the Notitia Oxonienfis be to be 
Credited, of the XVIII Colleges in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
VIII were founded by our Princes and Gentry, and if Henry VIII. 
be allowed to be the Founder of Chrift”'s Church (as He is ſo 
remembred in the Commemoration which the Members of that 
College make of their Benefactors) one half of the Founda- 
tions in that School of the Prophets, were not laid by thoſe of 
the Eccleſtaftick Order, According to the ſame Account, Tye 
Publick Schools, The Library, The Miu, eum, and Marmora, | Grecee, 
Latiique Reliqrie] all the Publick Let!rres, except Tiro, are owing 
to the Munificence and Generoſity of ſome of our Princes, 
our Nobility and Gentry. ; | 

Let us paſs from this Univerſity to Her Siſter, Cambrids-. 
Here are XVI Colleges, but of theſe, only LV are Founded by 
thoſe of the Eccleftaſtich Order; and the Publick Profeflorli WE 
are all, except the Lady Margaret's, of Royal Foundation. Now 
let us ſum up the Toral of this Account. In both the Univer- 
ſities are XXXIV Colleges, and XX VII publick Profeſſorſſu ps. 
Now of theſe XV were Founded by Men of the Ec “] 


Order, the other XLY1 were Founded by our Princes, ung 
G an 
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(30) 
and Gentry, Men and Women, Famous in their Generation, By 
what Figure of Rhetorick now does the Doctor ſay that the 
Founders, c. of all this Greatneſs were «almoſt all of the Eccle- 
ſiaſticx Order? Would he not have ſpoken more juſtly, had 
Le id, They were alinoſt all of the Royal Blood, the Nobility 
and Gentry? And to what Purpoſe are all theſe fictitious Com- 
mendations of the Clergy ? Do they really advance their Great- 
neſs, and render them more conſiderable ? Does it not rather 
tend to make Men nauſeate their Order, when they lee thoſe of it 
who talk thus deceitfully for it, careſſed and honoured for theſe 
their Pious Frauds and Religious Fictions? But there are ſtill 
left among us, ſome, who are not as many, who deal 4 
but as of Sincerity, but as of God, in the Sight of God, ſpeak they 
in Chriſt *, | | 
P. 17. In Compariſon of which [our Univerſities] the Foreign 
* Univerſities are as nothing, and produce nothing.] This you 
and all learned Men know to be mere Rant and Bluſter, and 
only the Effect of Ignorance, or a more than ordinary Par- 
tiality. It has been very lately obſerved, That more curious 
and coſtly Books in moſt of the uſefulleſt Branches of Learn- 
ing, and ſuch as will be eſteemed, and ſought after by Polte- 
* rity, have been printed in the Territories of the United Pro- 
vinces only within theſe laſt Twenty Years, than have been 
printed in all Europe befides.” And is this a Sign that the Fo- 
reign Univerſities produce Nothing? The Foreign Univerſities have 
not indeed ſuch a Number of Colleges as ours have; nor are 
their Colleges ſo amply endowed with Maintenance for Fellows, 
Scholars, ec. Their Profeſſors are not encouraged with ſuch 
large and honourable Stipends. But is it not therefore tor 
their Glory, that notwithſtanding all this want of Encourage- 
ment, their learned Labours are ſo great, and their Productions 
ſo uſeful and many ? | P. 19, 


* It may eaſily be ſhewn, without having recourſe to ſuch Hy- 
per boles, that thiſe of the Order of th: Clergy have, in Proportion 
to their Revenues and Numbers, equaled any Order of Men amrng 
us, in Ads of Piety, and Bountiful Alms-deeds to the Poor. Our 
Refor maticn has indeed in this cut dine even the blind Zeal of our 
Popiſh Anceſters: Since it may eaſily be made appear, that in the 
Times of Popery there never was in the ſame Trait of Time ſo much 
given to Charitable Uſes as has been given in this Kingdom ince the 
Re fermatian. And what ſhare our Biſhops and Clergy bave had in 
this Genereſity, Their Works fſhew in every Divceſs, and almoſt in every 
Pariſh, as would have appear'd beyond all Contradittion, had the excellent 
Deſign of Collecting the Particulars of the Retormed Piety gene forward. 
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P. 19. Alate Book of Martyrology, [a * Record which ought 
to be kept in every Sanctuary.] The Doctor in a Marginal Note 
lets his Reader know, that he means 1alker's Suff-rings of the 
Clergy. But would not one think by this Character of it that 
the Doctor never read it, .or however never examined into the 
Truth of the ſeveral Facts mentioned in it ? Since, had he done 
that, [am apt to believe he would ſcarcely have ſtiled it a * Record, 
or recommended it to be kept in ſuch a Place as the Sanctuary 
of God. For what is it leſs, than to defile that ſacred Place, to 
bring ſuch a Farrago of falſe and ſenſeleſs Legends into it? Muſt 
it not be utterly inconſiſtent with the Holineſs of God's Houſe 
to record in it thoſe for Martyrs, who it's allow'd were tamous 
for nothing but Vice and Wickedneſs, and a Scandal to that Re- 
ligion which they profeſs'd ? This is own'd by Dr. «4-1 him- 
ſelf to be indeed the Caſe of ſome of thoſe Sufferers, whoſe 
Names he has taken Care to preſerve to Poſterity. 

When I firſt read Mr. Walker's F Circular Letter to the 
Arch-Deacons, I fancied he intended to vive us an Account of 


thoſe worthy Men, who in the Time of the Civil War and U- 


ſurpation, were perſecuted for Righteouneſs Sake, and loft a 


that they could not keep with a good Conſcience, for the ſake of their 
Duty to God and the King. And this I really thought a good 
Work: For that ſuch Righteous Men ought to be in 
everlaſting Remembrance. But after about ten Years going 
with this Work, and that the Time of its Birth was 
come, and I had the Opportunity of ſecing the Production, I 
ſoon found it to be a perfect Changeling. Inſtead of what 1 
expected it to be, I ſaw a huge Heap of the moſt Heterogeneous 
Characters, and like the Popiſh Bead Roll of their Saints and 
Martyrs, a great many of thera much more deſerving to 
have their Names blotted out than their Memory to he preſer- 
ved. Some are here mentioned who did take the Covenant, but 


G 2 becauſe 


* To ſbem how little it deſerves this Name, I' give this cn? In” 
fance cut of many. P. II. p. 91, alias 59. c. 1. Southwell College. 
T know not any Thing elſe of it, fave that it was? plunder'd cf a. zts 
Records in the Time of the Rebellion. ] But n:w by a Letter from 
ene of the Prebendaries of that Collegiate Church, I am aſſured that 
this is utterly falſe. His Wards are, Our Regiſter tells me (whoſe 
Father was Regiſter before him) that very little Damage was done to 
our Reg:fries; we have ſome very fair and ancient Books which con- 
tain the Original Reccrds of our Prebends, Chur ches, Grants, Deeds. 
Cc. One of which Books bears Date 1115, 

+ Datzd November 2cth, 1704. 
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becauſe they refuſed the Engagement, and could not go through 
Stitch, therefore they were ejected. Some were only ejected 
trom one Living becauſe they ha = Pluraliry, and were ſuffer'd 
to keep the other: Some were delervedly put out for their 


ſcandalous Irmnoralties, Men who would have taken any Cove- 


nants, ſubſcribed any Engagements, could they but have held 
their Preferments; of theſe the Doctor mentions a few, and yet 
there were more of this Character than he is willing to allow. 
Some ſuffered by reaſon of the War, and the Confuſion of the 
Times: Some are mentioned by Dr. -— as ſuffering who 
died poſſeſſed of their Church Preferments: Some got even then 
better Preferment than that which they loſt : Many who are Re- 
corded as Sufferers were only fo in their Cathegral Preferments: 
Several are mentioned as ſequeſtred from Preferment, which 
they never were in Poſſeſſion of. and others are ſaid to be ſe- 
ueſtred, who never were ſequeſtred, or whote Sequeſtrations 
the Doctor himſelt allows to — uncertain. Beſides all this, to 
add to the Number, and encreaſe his Heap, the Doctor adds 
Fellows of Colleges who were not in Orders, nay, deſcends 
to mention Scholars, Clerks, and Choriſters. And is not this now 
a fit Book to be {tiled a Martyrology, and placed in Churches? 
But the Maſter-piece of this Fiended Performance, is the 
Hiſtory of the two [aſt Reigns in its Pretace ; the Reigns of the 
Glorious King William, ns the Gracious Queen Anne, two of 
the beſt and moſt glorious Princes that ever lat upon the Eng- 
4%ꝗ Throne. When I read this Hiſtory I fancied another of 
the French Kings Hiſtoriographers Royal had made a Voyage 
into England, with a deſire to advance his Majeſty's Glory, and 
had travelled by Waggon from Dover to London, where he hal 
received this Account of our Ergliſo Affairs trom ſome of thoſe 
bigotted Malecontents who are always envying the Glory and 
Happineſs of their Country, and therefore were willing that it 
ſhould be repreſented to Foreign Nations, as only an Habitation 
ot Blacks and Hottentots, a place for Dragons and Owls, There- 
fore I was for wiſhing that ſuch another Pen would undertake 
the Correction of this Hiſtorian, as was ſo happily employed in 
obſerving the Errors and Falſities of the pragmatical Sorbiere; 
and fo plainly ſhew'd the World, that whoever undertakes to de 
fame our Country, and aſperſe Our Happy Government, he 
mult at the ſame time forfeit his Vit, and his Underſtanding, as 
well as his Good Manners, How applicable this is to Dr. Walker's 
Account of the two laſt excellent and happy Reigns, I leave 
any Man to judge: One would imagine that when he wrote it 


he 
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he was in Flamſtead's dark Room, where he ſhews People * Ob- 
jects all reverſed; Men and Women walking with their Feet 
upward, and Ships ſailing, with their Maſts and Sails turn'd 
Toply-turvy. You, Sir, I know, have been a careful Obſer- 
ver of the Tranſactions of your own Times. Could you ever 
think it poſſible that ſuch an Account could be given of the two 
laſt Reigns, by an Engliſþ-man, who had lived at home, and 
had the leaſt Opportunity of knowing what was done? Muſt 
not a Man be thought to have loſt his Senfes, and be quite be- 
reft of the Uſe ot his Underſtanding, who could repreſent the 
Att for Naturalizing Foreign Proteſtants(by which it is expreſly 
provided, That thep ſhall have received the Sacra⸗ 
ment of the Lord's Supper in {ome Pz2oteſtant oꝛ 
Nctozmed Congregation, mithin this Hingdom of 
Great Britain ThreeMWYonths hcfo2e their Naturalization) 


as an Invitation to the Dregs aud Scum of every Nation under Hea- 


ven, Blacks and Hottentots not excepted, to partake of the Liberties 
and Birth-rights of Engliſh-men ? And yet, it ſeems, this 1s a 
Book proper to be kept in Churches! And ſo it may be at a 
proper time, when no doubt it will be very Edifying to read ſuch 
judicious Legends of the Great and Tyrannical Oppreſſion 
which the People of England endured under King ilam's and 
Queen Aun's Ulurpation. | 

P. 26. Our Church and Order can ſyew an uninterrupted Succeſ- 
ſion of Biſhops, whoſe Names ſtand upon Record quite down from an 
Apoſtle to the laſt exalted to that Honour.] I ſhould be very glad 
to know where theſe Records are, or how | may come to lee 
them. Though I, for my part, ſee no Reaſon to think it ne- 
ceflary that the E5:/copal Office ſhould equally paſs and deſcend 
in a long Pedigree of Mortal Succeſſors, with that of the Jewi/o 
Prieſts. I have been always taught, that the Rock on which 
Chriſt has founded His Church, is not St. Peter's Perſon but 
his Faith. And this ſeems to be the Uſe which the ancient Fa- 
thers make of their ſucceeding the Apoſtles; that, as Irenens 
expreſſes him ſelf, Hac Ordinatione eg: Succeſſione ea A eft ab Apoſro- 
lis in Ecclefia Traditio, & Veritatis Preconatto perventt uſque ad nos. 
He does not ſay, Ea que eſt ab Apoltolis in Feelefia Ordinatio, or 


Poteſtas remittendi Peccata, No, thole holy Men had not fo 
learned 


„* 


* Since all Things thus, like Images which paſs 
Within the Werges of @ concav? Glaſs, | 


Are ſet upin their Had. _— J. W. 
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learned Chriſt. Theſe Opinions were reſcrved for thoſe cor- 
rupt and degenerate Times, when the Man of Sin has exalted 
himſelf above all that is called G: And would therefore be 
thought to have the Keys of the Inviſible World and of Death ; 
and oblige all the Faithtul to depend on him, and his Prieſts 
for Lite and Salvation. I only add in the Words of Arch- 
biſhop Loud, For Succeſſion in the general I ſhall only ſay 


this, "Tis a great Happineſs where it may be had Viſible and 


© Continued ; and a great Conqueſt over the Mutability of this 
« preſent World. But do not find any one of the Ancient Fa- 
© thers that makes Local, Perſonal, Viſible and a Continued Suc- 
« . a Neceſſary Sign, or Mark, of the true Church in any one 
Place. 

Our Divines have, I know, in their Defences of our Orders 
againſt the Papiſts, ſhewn, That we have as good a Title to a 
Succeſſion of Biſhops as themſelves. But that they never believed 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion eſſential to the Miniſtry of the Chriſtian 
Church, and that upon which the Validity of all their Miniſtra- 
tions depended, is very plain from all their Writings, particu- 
_ larly thoſe Defences which the Doctor ſays are the Armour in which 
the Clergy of the Church of England truſt ; wherein they ex- 
preſly diſpute againſt Bellarmine's Aſſertion, That the Succeſſion of 
Biſhops is a Note of the Church, | | | 
. If not unſerviceable ] This ſeems intended to 
intimate that the Prieſthood, where there is not the Epiſcopal 
Order, is unſerviceable to the Church of God. But this, Sir, 

ou know is another Popiſb Tenet: They are Bellarmine's own 
Words, Ecclefia non poteſt Ul fine Epiſcopis. de. Eccleſ, Lib. iv. 
Cap. 8. And that it is very fatisfactorily aniwered by the learn- 
ed Mr. Francis Maſon, in his Book entituled, The Validity of the 


Ordination of the Miniſters of the Reformed Churches beyoud the S, 


maintained againſt the Romaniſts. 

P. 30. © We are made Prieſts by Virtue of the Com- 
© miſſion of Chriſt, ſealed to thoſe whom the Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
in every Age call to the Miniſtry, P. 32.——Real Powers, 
© real Gifts of the * Holy Ghoſt, given unto Men by the laying on of 

8 © Finds 
 * The very Calling it ſelf is @ Grace expreſly ſo call d Rom. xii. 3* 
ad Eph. iii. 7. and in divers Places elſe. Every Grace is cf th? 


Holy Gheft, and geeth ever, and is termed uſually by the Name of 


the Holy Ghoſt. And in this Senſe th! Holy Ghoſt zs given and re- 
ceived in Hely Orders, and we do well avow that we ſay, Receive 
the Holy Ghoſt. Biſhop Andrews, Sr. 10. of the ſending the Holy 
Ghoſt. | | 
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Hands and Prayer P. 33. Powers from the Holy Gg ſealed 


to him at the Altar, by laying on of Hands, and in the !ivod of 


© the Covenant,” ] This is another Popi/h Tenet, that Orders con- 
fer Grace, or that Real Powers, real Gifts, of the Holy Ghoſt are 
given unto Mu cy the laying on of Hands, Thus the ©. 1 Arno- 
tation on 1 Im. iv. 14. St. Auguſtme dechares this Grace to 
be the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, given unto him by receivin 

this Holy Order, whereby he was made fit to execute the Of 
* fice to his own Salvation and other Mens. And note wichal, 
© that Grace is not given in, or with the Sacraments, by the 
© Receivers Faith or Devotion, but by the Sacrament ; per Im- 
« poſitionem , by Impoſition of Hands; for ſo he ſpeaketh, 
© 2 Tim. I. which is here ſaid cum Impoftione, with Impoſition, 
But the learned Dr. Whitby has truly obſerved, * That the Grace 
© here mentioned, is no ordinary Grace, but an exir..ordimary 
© Gift, cunterred only in thoſe Times by the Hands ot an Apo- 
* ftle, and now wholly ceas' d'. The Miniſtry of Things Di- 
vine, as | Mr. Hooker ſpeaks, is a Function, which as God 
did Himſelf Inſtitute, ſo neither may Men undertake the ſame 
but by Authority and Power given them in lawful Manner. 
That God which is no Way deficient or wanting unto Man 
in Neceſſaries, and hath therefore given us the Light ot his 
Heavenly Truth, becaute without that ineitimable Benefit, 
we muſt needs have wandred in Darkneſs, to our endleſs Per- 
dition and Woe, hath in the like abundance of Mercies or- 
dained certain to attend upon the due Execution of requi- 
fite Parts and Offices thercin preſcribed for the Good of the 
whole World, which Men thereunto aſſigned do hold their 
Authority from Him, whether they be ſuch as himſelf imme- 
diately, or as the CuuRcu in bs Name InvesTETH, it being 
neither poſſible for all, nor for every Man, without Diſtin- 
Chon convenient to take upon him a Charge of fo great Im- 
portance. Miniſterial Power is a Mark of Seperation, becauſe 
it ſevereth them that have it from other Men, and maketh 
them a ſpecial Order, conſecrated unto the Service of the moſt 
* High, in Things wherewith others may not meddle. Their 
© Difference therefore from other Men, is in that they are a 


diſtinct ORDER”. So that the Chriſtian Miniſtry is only 
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for the Sake of Order, becauſe it would create Confuſion in the 


Church, ſhould all Chriitians be allowed without Diſtinction, 
to Baptize, perform the publick Prayers, Preach, &c. = 
: tnat 


— 


+ Etcleſiaili, Pelite. Lib. V. c. 77. 
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that the Miniſters of the Church have, as ſuch, any extraordi- 
nary Powers, or ſuper natural Gifts conferred on them. The 
Papiſts do indeed pretend, and fo does the Doctor, that thoſe 
Words of our Saviour f!?ec-i52 the Holy Ghoft, whoſe Sins thou do/t 
forgive, thy ave jorgiven, &c. ] are to be underſtood of the Pow- 
er of Remitting and Retaining Sins, diſtinct from the Sentence 
of Excummunication, and a Diſcharge from it. But the ex. 
cellent and learned Dean Prideaux has fully ſhewn, Thar th. 

* Power of the Prieſt now claim'd of Remitting Sins aged 
« direftly, and abjo/utely by a Judicial Sentence, is what God nene 
gave unto them, or the Ancient Fathers of the Church g 

© challeng'd.” [ Eeclefeaſtick Tratls, P. 165, &c.] Now then fin. 

the Miniſterial Power is only to do thoſe Thing which 


Chriſtians might do, if it were not for the Contuſion that wor! 


tollow; Where is the Common Senſe of affirming, tba: 
of the Holy Gboſt are given by the laying on of Hands? Beti:les, 
Dean Prideaux has ſhewn, this Rite of laying on of Hands | 
not eſſential to this Adminiſtration. ſince there is no Divine '»/ 
tut ion eſtabliſhing any thing at all concerning it. DLP. 101. Which 
certainly there would have been, hy God deſigned this Cer 
mony to be a Means of conveyins re Gifts of the Holy Ghoit, 
I ſhould therefore rather define je in the Words of the 
learned Gerbard, to be Vocationis publica c ſolemnis Declaratio, ſeu 
_ Tiftificatio 3 or in the Words of our own Excellent Biſhop Hall, 
nm bit ward Admiſſion to preach the Goſpel. But for a further Con- 
ſideration af this Argument, I refer you to a Tract intituled, 
The Caſe of Ordination conſider d. Printed 1713. 

P. 35. Conſent to her Doctrine, {et forth in her Ax Tics 
* and Homirits, and Conformity to her Diſcipline preſcribed: 
in her LiruRGy and Canons; theſe awry and define the 
Character, and Stamp the Nenomination belonging and ap- 
* propriate to the Sons of this Church. ']J All this I grant: 
But is it not pity that any of her Sons ſhould have ſo little Ac- 
PER with themſelves, as not to know that they neither 
do Conſent to her Doctrine nor Conform to her Diſcipline? But 
tour Pages before, this very Doctor is ſo kind as to tell us, 
* That to them [the Frieſts] is commited the Power to looſe and 
bind, to looſe by remitting Sins to the Penitent, and to bind by 
retaining Sins to the Obſtinate. And that theſe Things doth 
* our Church hold, and to the Truth of theſe do all that Mi- 
* nifter therein Subſcribe,” But where doth our Church hold 
rheſe Things? The Doctor refers to.the Form of Abſolution 


in viding the Sick ; But that this Form was never ſo under- 
ftood 
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Nood by the beſt and greateſt of our Div ines is very certain. The 


very Learned and Judicious Dr. Hammond, in his Jie of the New 
Directory, 4 p. 29. ſpeaks of this particular Act or Exerciſe of 
the Keys on the Bed of Sickneſs, * as a Provouncmg of GOD'S 
Pardon, and afual giving the Pardon and Peace of the 
© CHURCH to all ber Penitent Children.“ You ſee, Sir, the 
Doctor plainly diſtinguiſhes betwixt pronouncing a Pardon, and 
aftual giving Pardon z and aſſerts, that the Prieſt by ſaying thoſe 
Words, I abſolve thee, does not actually give the Pardon of G o 
to the Sinner, but only the Pardon and Peace of the Church z or as 

he preſently after ſays, he uſes them as an Expreſſion of Chriſtian 

Charity, And that this is the Intention of this Ahſolution, ſees 

to me very plain, from thole Words in the Collitt, which is or- 

dered to be {aid immediately after the pronouncing this Abſo/ution, 

viz. Preſerve and continue this ſick Wember in the 

unity of the Church. How then do I, who Miniter 

in this Church, ſubſcribe to this, That to me is committed the 

Power, of remitting Sins, by which I mean the a#tual giving GOD'S 

Pardon to the Penitent? I am afraid of being too tedious, and 

therefore only refer you to the S cond Part of the Sermon of Re- 

pentance in the Book of Homilies. I could very eaſily ſhew you o- 

ther Departures from the Do#rine of our Church, which are of 
late become the Common Faith of thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves 

as the true Sous of the Church: As, That the Wicked do Eat 

the Body of Chriſt in the Uſe of the Lord's Supper, contrary 

to Article XXIX. What the Doctor Maintains in this very 

Sermon, concerning the Authority of the Ancient Fathers, is, I 

take it, contrary to Article IV. aud to the Form aud Manner of 
Ordering Prieſts, 


* 


I could likewiſe ſhew you, how little Conformity uſed by 


| ſome of theſe true Sons of the Church to Her Ziturey and Canons, 


As reading the Communion Service at the Communion Table, 
when the ſaid Table is not placed in ſo good Sort within the Church 
or Chance] as thereby the Miniſter may conveniently bs beard in ks 
Prayer and M-niſtration ; turning towards the Table when the 
Creed is recited ; bidding Prayers in the Pulpit or declaring 
to the People what they mult pray for; ſaying the Words, 
Glory be to Thee, 0 Tord, immediately before the reading the 


Holy Goſpel ; uſing the Miniſtration of Publick Baptiſm of 


Infants to be uſed in the Church, in private Houſes; dipping 
their Hand into the Water at their ſaying theſe Words, Sanfi- 
fy this Water, &c. Churching Women at Home, though the 
Rubrick expreily Orders that they Sal! rome mro the Church, 


But 
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Hut rhefe, and many Things of the like Nature, I know you 
are tao well acquainted with to need any Intimation from me. 
b. 43. © Tell the Number of Her Impropriations.”] The 
Doctor here is very Oratorical : But he does not ſeem to conſider 
that theſe [mpropriations were the Contrivance of thoſe Religious 
Monks whom he himlelt ſtiles the Glory of their Times. But o this 
envugh betore, 
P. 44. There are Thouſands of Cures of different Titles 
* and Tenures, the Yearly Maintenance thereof, I bluſh to 
* ſpeak it, are far interior to the uſual Hire or Support of the 
meaneſt Domeſticks.”] This, Sir, you remember I mentioned 
at the beginning of my Letter, as a Mark of the Doctor's want 
of Accuracy and Exactneſs. For what is the Hire or Support of 
the meaneſt Domeſtich Servant? Suppole it Fifteen Pound a Year,reck- 
oning Five Pounds for Wages and Ten Pounds for Diet, &c. Would 
any one who minds what he ſays, dare to affirm, that there are 
* Thouſands of Cures in this Church whoſe Yearly Maintenance 
are far inferior to Fifteen Pounds a Lear? No, he would not: 
He had need bluſh indeed who affirms at this rate. Mr. Eton 
has publiſhed the Returns made to the Commiſſioners of En- 
quiry into the Value of all Livings under Fifty Pounds a Year, 
Let any Man but take the ſmall Pains to peruſe that Account, and 
ſeetif he can make any thing like Thouſands of Livings whoſe clear 
Yearly Revenues are far inferior to Fiftem Pounds. 
But the Doctor aſks, How many Hundreds are there of our 
* Fathers and Hretbren that have upon them the Charge of Thou- 
* ſands, labouring in the Miniſtry Day and Night, whilſt they, 


their 


* Mr. Collier, indeed tells us LE. H. Vol. 2. p. 669. ] That for abcut 
30 Miles tagetber beyond Lincoln, many of the Livings were worth in 
Jac. II. Time but Five Pounds per Annum and none more than Ten, 
His V ucher for this is a Hear. ſay report from By. White, and ty coro- 
borate it, or in his own Werds, to ſet this matter in a fuller light, he ſub- 
j ius in his Collection of Records, what be calls an Authentick Account 
of the ſlender Value of molt of them. And was indeed this Account 
authentick, as to their preſent Value, it muſt be omned that our Clergy 
are very meanly provided for; ſince, according to that Account, there are 


bt 144 Parſonages andVicarigesthroughoutEngland,&ec. that are upwards 
5 9 45 8 Pp 


of 401. per Annum. But the Hiſtorian miſtook the valuation of Hen. VIII. 
fer the preſent Value. As to Bp.Whites report that too mu} be a miſtake, 
fiace, if Ector's Account of the clear yearly Value of Livings under 
50 J. per Annum, according to the late valuation, may be depended upon; 
in th: wh le Dizceſs of Lincoln there are but 16 Livings, whoſe Value 
d cs not exceed Five Pounds a Par; and but 38 not exceeding 10 l. 4 
Tar. Too many ind:ed, but far ſhirt of our Hiſtorian's Acccunt. 


ſands? Theſe ſurely mult be the Miniſters of ſome 
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* their Wires, and their licile Ones, would be glad ot the 
© Fragments that come from the Inproprtiror's Table? This, 
Sir, I take to be another Oratorical Flight, how agreeable to 
the Conc: Faith I know not, but I'm very ſure is very contrary to 
Common Senſe. By our Fathers we generaliy underitand the Bi- 
ſhops ; and who is there of that Order who is reduced to fo 
low an Eitate is to be glad of the Scr19s of un lpropriator's 
Table ? But the Doctor ay, tec ate man luudreds of theſe 
Fathers and Hrethren that have upon then we Charge of. Thos 

L rge N47 

let Towns, And it is true that too many of theſe were left un- 
provided 'o7 the Reformation, But then, whether the Doct- 
or kn tor not, their being ſo is not owing all tothe Impropria- 
tion, t in a great meaſure to the Change of Religion. 
In the Times of Popery there were many other ways of” pro- 
viding for the Maintenance ot the Clergy than there are now; 
as by Maſſ:s, Diriges, Conſent ec. and thele being Perſonal 
Payments, be who had then the greateſt Flock, had of Conſe- 
quence the largeſt Fleece and belt Maintenance. lt is true, as 
you know, that ſometimes, even then, the ſordid Appropriators 
* engroſs'd three Parts of the * Offerings made by the Friends 
© of the deceaſed, c. and allowed only one to the poor Vicar.” 
Nay, in many Places they reſerved all the Offerings to them- 
ſelves, and allowed the Vicar only a Yearly Penſion to —_ 
2 the 


+ Of the 3885 Livings whichare diſcharged ef the Payment ef Tenths 
by reaſon of their Clear Yearly Value not exceeding Fitty Pounds a 
Tear, 1543 are Reftories, net a few of which are in Cities and Market 
Towns where no Tithes are paid. | 


* The Learned Dr. Kernet has obſerved, that thu Cuſtom cf the 
ſurviving Friends to offer at the Communion Table fir the pious Uſe ef 
the Miniſter, at the Buri al of their Relaticns dies ſtill obtain in North- 
Wales. Where, ſays be, at the Rails wich decently defend the Com- 
municy Table, I have ſeen a ſmall Tablet er fla: Board convenieatly fixt 
to receive the Meney which at every Funeral is cffered by the ſurviving 
Friends, according to their ewn Ability, and the Quality f the Party 


deceaſed. The Lutherans have a Cuſtom ſomething like this, that at 


4 Funeral, every ene who accompanies it, as he or ſhe goes into the Church 


Tard, they put Meney into @ Baſon for th: Uſe of the Pocr. Chytreus 
devita & morte, P. 195, 


„ 
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the Cure f. But then who were theſe Appropriators, were they 
not thoſe very Monks and Fryars, whoſe Generofity and Muni- 
ficence the Doctor ſo Rhetorically deſcribes, and whom he re- 
prelents as the Glory of their Times ? 

don't indeed deny but that it would have been for the Hon- 
our of the Reformation, and for ought | know, a good Means to 
have prevented our unhappyDivifions, had there been more care 
taken of great Cities and Marker Towns, both in enlarging or ad- 
ding to the Number of their Churches, and providing a compe- 
tent Maintenance for able Miniſters to officiate in them. Which 
might in ſome meaſure have been done, had there been 
Proviſions made by Law for the Payment of Two Shillings in 
the Pound, of the Rents of all Houſes in the ſaid Cities, ec. in 
lieu of all Perſonal Tirhes, which though at preſent due by Law, 
the Clergy have no way to get them. But even then, if the 
ſame licentious Spirit took Place as ſeems now to polſeſs too ma- 


ny of the Clergy, whereby they are led to make no manner of 


Conſcience of Forſaking their Callings : Theſe ample and munifi- 
cent Provitions would only have ſerved to have encreaſed the 
number of Inpropriators. It has been an Obſervation very fre- 
— made, that in thoſe Towns where there is the worſt legal 
roviſion made for the Miniſter, there have generally been the 
belt Jacumbents. However it be, this is certain, that there 
are few of our Miniſters, if any even in the Market- Towns, ec. 
or in the Doctor's elegant Phraſe who have upon them the Charge of 
TrovsanDs, but who are ſo far from wanting the broken 
Meat that comes from their Neighbours Table to ſubſiſt upon, 
that they can and do {endfrom their own Tables to relieve and 


feed the Poor. The 


+ This was the Caſe ef this pocr Cure which I now ſerve. Bef.re 
the Reformation, the Ticar of this Pariſh had cnly a ſmall Penſion, 
and two Buſhels of Wheat paid him by th: Mcnks ef St. Auſtir's, 
if h had even that. But at the Diſſ lution ef that Abby, the Eſtate 
belengiag to it being veſted in the Crown, C. Mary Il. in the fird 
Tear of her Reign, granted to Thomas Hewett, then Vicar 


in augmentacionem victus cjuſdem vitarij et ſuccelſ- 


ſoꝛum ſuozum, omnes et omnimod. dectmas minu- 
in Burgo et pertotum Burgum 


tas quaſcunque 
de Margate | about one third of the whole Pariſb. ] at etiam 
onmes oblactones Juatuo? pꝛincipalium dierum et 
feſtoꝛum — infra totam Porochiam Sti. Joannis, 


_ non omnes decimas Perſonales et Palchax 
Co m—_— : 
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The Doctor adds in the Margin, That the Number of Imp 17 
ated Livings are above 3 500, which « more than a Third of all the 


Livings n England, being in Number ſomewhat above 9000, Burt 


this is according to the Doctor's uſual Accuracy and Exactneſs! 
The Valor Beneſiciorum, if it has been rightly caſt up, reckons 3256 
Vicariges. Ot theſe there are many, it's well known, which 
are Vicariges endowed or to which belong all or part of the great 
Tithes. But then there are in Enoland a great many Donatives 
and perpetual Curacies, which are not taken any Notice of inthe 
Valor. Theſe are Parſonages where there was never any Vicarige 
inttituted, but where the Monkiſb Appropriators took All, and al- 
lowed the Prieſt ſome beggarly Pittance to ſay Maſs, &c. Of 
theſe, if the reſt of the Diocefles in England and Wales hold Pro- 
Portion to this in which I live, there are about 80. But then, 
Sir, you know that abundance of theſe are, ſince the Retorma- 
tion, made a very handſome Maintenance for the Curate who 
ſupplies them. Some ot them being valued at 200 1. per Aunum, 
and the very meaneſt of all thoſe, I know, being above 201. 
which is, however, ſomething more than the uſual Hire of the 
meanelt Domeſticks, though, it's well known, not all the Main- 


tenance of thoſe Clergymen who ſerve theſe ſmali Cures. And 


even in the impropriated Vicariges, What large Augmentations 
have been made to many ot them fince the Reformation? Would 
the Noctor therefore give me leave, I would addreſs him almoſt 
in his own Words. Go, you Orator, go round the Coaſt of 
Sion, through all the Diviſions of our Church; tell the Number 
of her Rich Livings, which are farmed out by the ſeveral In- 
cumbents, and the Care ot them left to a poor ſtipendiary Prieſt, 
who neither knows the Sheep, nor is known of them, and whoſe 
Voice they don't care to hear. Take Notice of the generous 
Bounty of our Reformed Princes and Biſhops, Nobility and 
Gentry ; obſerve their Care to repair thoſe Devaſtations made 
by the rapacious Mois, and to feed the Paroachial Clergy, 
whom they bo heartily endeavoured to ſtarve, 


The Doctor adds in another Marginal Note, that our Clergy 


are become the worſt provided for of any in the Chriſtian World. 
This is another of the Doctor's Hyperboles. Did not his Mit take 
away his Senſes, tis impoſſible ſure, but that he mult think of the 
Clergy in the poor Greek Church, who, I ſuppoſe, he will allow, to 
be a Part of he Chriſtian World. Let him aſk then, thoſe of his 
Acquaintance, who have Travelled into Turky, or who have 
been at Moſcovy, Archangel, or Petersberg, what a Figure the Cler- 
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in thoſe Places make? And I am apt to think, he'll receive 
ach an Anſwer as will ſoon convince him that our Clergy are 
far from being the worſt provided for of any in the Chriſtian 
World. Was I ſure that he would allow the Foreign Proteſt- 
ants to be a Part of the Chriſtian World, I could aſſure him that 
the poor Biſhopricks of Brito! or Bangor, are more worth than 
the very beſt of all the Dani Biſhopricks, even that of Zealand 
it ſelf ; That the Great * Mr. Calvin at Geneva, had but an 
Hundred Crowns or 30 l. a Year Salary: That the learned and 
celebrated Melanthon, had only Two Hundred Crowns a Year as 
Profeſſor of Divinity at Yittenberg: And that in the Proteſtant 
Churches in Gern. any the Miniſters are ſo meanly provided for, 
that, as Gerbard . us, Nobilium ac opulentiorum filii raro ſe 
conferunt ad Theologie ſtudium & Accleſiæ Mmiſterium, F Whereas, 
the Doctor knows, it is no uncommon Thing among u, tor 
t ie very beſt of our Nobility to breed their Sons C lergy-men. 
For theugh indeed there are too many Blanks, yet therc are too 
a great many very rich Prizes, We have by the Bounty of our 
Princes well endowed Deanaries and Sub-deanaries, wealthy 
Arch-deaconaries, Opulent Treaſurerſbips, Chancellorſhips, Pr.ccen- 
zorſhips, Canonrys, Prebends, &c. beſides very great and ſplendid 
Beneficies were they not too often turn'd into Impropriat:ons, and 

made a ſort of Lay tenures by thoſe who hold them ||. 
But 


* By the Laws of Denmark, the Tithes are to be divided into three 
equal Parts, of which one Part is to go to the King, an tber ts the Re. 
pairs of the Churches, &c. and the third Part to the Prieſts» Decime 
in tres partes æquales dividuntor, quarum una Regi, altera Templo, 
tertia Sacerdoti cedito. Leges Danuic, p. 220. But they have Manſes 
end Glebes beſides, and Offerings at the three Solemn Feaſts, and for 
ell Marriages, Chriſtinings, and Churchings, p- 159. 

+ Puffendorf mentions an Offering to th: Prieſi as à part of bu 
Salary, de conſen. & diſſen. p. 259. William Zepper, in his Bock, 
De politia Eceleſiaſtica. p. 178. complains, Quod' nullis Ecclefiarum 
Paſtoribus——habetur honos, ſed premuntur potius & infeſtantur, 
adecque Tenuiter—— aluntur, ut fame tantum non contabeſcere co- 
guntur. In Switzerland, and Holland, the Church Lands and Titbes 
are in the Hands of the States, who pay to the Clergy ſuch Annual 
Stipends as they think proper, and ſuch, as I believe, will be found, en 
Enquiry, not to exceed the generality of our Livings, even of th:ſe 
zvhich do not exceed do l. per Annum, 

It is an Obſervaticy of the excellent Dean Prideaux, That Plu- 


ralities and Non reſidence are a great Damage to the Church in 


| hindering the Benefactions of well diſpoſed Perſors. For there are 
ſeverah that would be ready very largly to contribute towards the 
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But the Doctor tells us, © That tb: Conſorts of Biſbops, boly, 
learned, and even frugal Men have been left Beggars, When I read 
this I thought of the Conſort ot the Excellent Arch Biſhop Ti 
lorſon, who had an Annuity of 6ool. per Ann. ſettled on her by 
King William. But as ſhe is the only Biſhop's Conſort that ever 
I heard of as left ſo bare as to need ſuch an Help; fo it is v 
ſure that ker being leſt ſo was not owing to the Meanneſs — 
Scantineſs of that Excellent Mans Preferments, but to his own 
Charity and Generoſity, and his dying ſo ſoon after his being 
made ä —.— of Canterbury, before he could poſſibly re- 
trieve that large dum which he ſo generouſly laid out on the 
Archie piſcopal Palaces. If I may believe a late Account, the 
Revenues of this See are more than 60001. a Year an Income ſure, 
not unequal to any Burt hen that can Ordinarily happen to or attend 
thoſe who are advanced to it. Arch-Biſhop Ti!/o:ſon's Caſe was 
very particular. Every Body knows whom be ſucceeded : And He 
wasaMan of too charitable and generous a Temper to require any 
Thing of one who had loſt all that he could not keep with a 
good Conſcience. It is ſaid that the Executors of the late Arch- 
Biſhop have paid to the preſent 28001. for Dilapidations, 
Suppoſe but the ſame Sum to be wanting when key Fae Til- 
lotſon came to the See and add to it what it coſt him to build 
thoſe new Appartments, which he added to the Palace of Lamb- 
hith together with His known Generofity even beyond bs Power ; 
and to all this add the little Time he ſat in that See, not much 
above Two Years and a half, and you need not wonder that his 
Widow was left nut ſo well provided for as became the Conſort 
of ſo Excellent a Perſon: Though had ſhe nat had that Royal 
Bounty, ſhe could not have been hid, in any Common Senſe, to 
have been left a Beggar. * | P. 46. 
buying in of thole Impropriations, which have deprived ſo many 
Pariſhes of that endowment, whereby the Service of Gad is to be Sup. 


ported in them, but that they are diſcouraged by this canſideration 


that they may fall into the Hands of Pluralifts, and then the Caſe be 
altogether as bad as it was before. Reaſons for the Bill for reſtraining 
Pluralities, Cc. p. 15. 

* Jim fince told, tho it was more than I knew before, That the late 
excellent Bp. Grove cf Chicheſter coming to an untimely End, ſoon af - 
ter the great Charge of coming into that Biſh prick, leſt his Widow ſo 


meanly provided for as that a Penſion was ſettled on hey for her Subſeft - 


ance, by the Eurpcration for Relief of Clergy-mens Widows. But, 1 hope, 


ſhe is the only Infance of a Biſbeps Cinſort being left thus deſlitute, and 
that her being ſo left will not by any cenſiderate Perſons be imputed te tb 


Scantineſs cf the Revenues of that Biſhoprick, wh. ſe firil Fruits are 
valued at 6771, 16. zd. g 
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P. 45, 46. Every one knows, that there are Hundreds, nay, 
FTbouſands of ſecular Offices, the Revenue whereot equals that 
* annexed to moſt uf our Biſhopricks; arid there are ſome 
< which in Value would Ballance them Al. L, when put intothe 
Scale together.] When [read this, I could not help thinking 
it a Rhodomantade, For ſurely, thought I, there is never a Bi- 
ſhoprick in England or Wales, whoſe Revenue is leſs than 3000. 


a Year; and our Prime Miniſters would never complain of want 


of Paſture, were there in the Kingdom Thouſands of Secular Ot- 
fices which had ſuch a Revenue annexed to them. But I was 
pertectly ſtartled at what followed, wiz. That there are ſome 
Secular Offices in the Kingdom, which in Value, would Ballance 
ell our Biſhopricks, &. I took immediately the Valor ind caſt 
up the Value of the Firſt Fruits, to ſee what they would come to. 
And the Total of them I found to be no leſſer a Sum than 
221251. a Year. And you know Sir, that ſome of our Biſhop- 
ricks are above three times the Value of what they are there 
valued. But now, what Secular Office is there in this King- 
dom that is worth even 20000 J. a Year? And yet, if the Doctor 
ſays true, there muſt be more than ONE ſuch Office worth not 
only 20, but 60000 Pounds a Year, or however near that Value. 
Thus, Sir, I have anſwered your Requeſt, in making my 
Remarks on this Romantick Sermon. I am very ſorry toſee ſuch 
a Diſcourſe trom a Chriſtian Pulpit, and encouraged by the 
Sons of the Clergy. We who have in ſo peculiar a manner re- 
nounced the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty, and are under ſuch Obli- 
gations in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity to have our Converſation in 
the World ; ſhould, I think, above all Men be ſtrictly careful 
what we ſay, and whereof we affirm. We are in a peculiar 
manner the Servants of a God, who is the God of Truth, and 
hates Iniquity: The Miniſters of One, in whoſe Mouth was found 
n Guile, And therefore for us to Lie, tho? it be for God, and 
ſpeak Deceitfully, though it be in His Cauſe, is but to affront 
Him, to Diſgrace our ſelves, and render our Miniſtry Baſe and 
Contemptible. But I am afraid I have tired you, as I aflure 
you I have wearied my felt ; And therefore 1 ſhall only add, 
in the Words of a late Writer. Let Men pretend what Zeal 
© they will for the Church, while they ſhew ſo little Concern for 
© the Souls of their Flocks, and make their Employment a 
Matter of Trade, rather than Conſcience, whatever they do, 
© *twill be Iook'd on only as a Zeal for themſelves: And * 
© ſuch Men may be careſs'd, as uſeful Tools, by thoſe who 
have any Ends to ſerve by them, yet they will never have "7 

| * read 
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real Eſteem,” I very ſincerely beg a Share in your Prayers, 

that whilſt I thus Preach to others, I my ſelf may not be a caſt 

away, and am, 

Reverend Sir, | 
Tour very obliged a 


Jan. 30. 1718. humble Servant. 


——_— wu. _ — . at. * . 2 ä — * _—_— 


POSTSCRIPT. 
1 _ almoſt forgot to obſerve to you, the Unlawful Art uſed 
: OF 


the Doctor, in order to damn the preſent excellent 
Biſhop of Bavgor's late Preſervative againſt the Principles and Prafti 
ces of the Non jurors. It is this; the Doctor repreſents His Lord- 
ſhip as affirming that the Powers belonging to our Order, are 
freſumtuous Claims, and ſet up and kept up by all Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhops, c. with that black Intent, that thereby they [the Bi- 
ſhops] might become the Terrors of Men, or create to themſelves the 
Horror of a dreadful Veneration. Who now who hears or reads 
this, and is ſo credulous as to believe the Doctor, but mult think 
the Biſhop to be a very ill Man, and his Book a moſt wicked 
Book? But the Queſtion is, has not the Doctor mis-repreſented 
His Lordſhip? If 1 underſtand Common Senſe, Ithink he has with 
a Witneſs. What the Biſhop ſpeaks of as creating the Horror 
of a dreadful Veneration, rather than the 4F:#0n of a Reaſonable 
Reſpeft is not the Spiritual Offices of Priefis, but that Sy/tem of 
Poxcers and Privileges, which the Jacobite Clergy have annexed 
to theſe Spiritual Offices, The way therefore to judge of the 
Juſtice of theBiſhop's Cenſures, is to take a view of this ten, and 
lee what it is. Now this Syſtem is as follows, That the Church 
© is the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt ; that Biſhops are Chriſt's 
© Chief Minifters and Vicegerents in it, and are R gal Prieſts, and 
* Firitual Princes ; that all the Promiſes of the Goſpel are mide 
to Chriſtians, as actual Members of the Church ; that all Men 
© are made Members of the Church by Baptiſm, which Biſhops 
* only have a Right to Minilter ; and that any Man who by ary 
+ 4 of his Rightful Biſhop ceaſes to be a Member of the Church 
+ Mr. Johnlon D, / think, v-ry truly cblerued that th,” kxvomunt* 
cation was a Sentence never paſſed in the Primitive Church but by a 
Biſhop, or by ſome ſubſtituted by him. Tet th: Pecple had à jhare in 
this Cenſur-. They were to make their Cmplaiuts, to produc2 
their Evidence, and to approve of the Sentence palſed ann the Offender, 
aud that the Sentence therefore ran in th. Name af ths Church, te wν,⁵ 
the Offender lelenged, and nit of the Biſhop ly. Unblucdy Sagrit te 
P. 11. p. 198. 199. I CEh.ther 
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whether this A be an erring or uuerring one he cannot lay 
Claim to ſo much as Remiſſion of Sins.“ In one Word, That 
Chriſt has conſtituted Biſhops, Eccleſiaſtical Princes, over 
all Nations, that they night pluck up, deſtroy, diſſipate, 
ruinate, plant and build': For that the certain Conſequence 
of any Act of Diſobedience to their ritual Laus, and wilful 
Rebellion againſt them, is that they can claim no Benefit of 
God's Promiſes; no not of his Aſſiſting Grace, and though they 
ſhould die Martyrs, * their Martyrdom would not be accepted 
by God; they muſt loſe the Crown of Glory, promiſed to 
Dit.“ And let any one now whoſe Head is not turn'd with 
Dreams of being Siritua ! Severeigns, Regents, &c. and their ha- 
ving Subjects who are to pay Fidelity and Fealty to them in a 
more abſolute Manner than they are obliged to pay them tv 
any Temporal Princes; let them, 1 ſay, judge whether or no 
this be not a S$y/tem, very different from the Voice of the Goſ- 
pel; And in its own Nature, tending rather to create the Ho- 
rar of a dreadful Vencration, than the 4ffettion of a Reaſonable Re- 
ſpe#. For what ſurely can well create in Man a greater Horror 
than to think he is placed under thePower of thoſe to whom he 
is oblig'd to pay rich a blind and entire Submiſſion, as not even to 
think. for himlelt, but Implicitely and without Examination to 
receive and embrace their Decrees, under the molt dreadtul Pe- 
nolty of incurring Eternal Damnation if they dare to oppoſe them? 
I'm ſure, I for my part, could never have any Veneration for 
Men who thus exerciſed lo Tyrannical a Power over me, with- 
out {,me mixture of Dread and Har; unleſs their abſolute Re- 
ſtraint of the Uſe of my Underſtanding did in time cauſe me 
entirely to looſe it, and become without Feeling. But very Juſt 
are the Judgements of a Righteous God, in caſting down and de- 
gin thoſe who are ſo vain in their Imaginations, as to raiſe 
themſelves to an Equality with Him, nay, to claim a Power 
waich God himlelt diſowns, viz. The forgiving Sins without. 
Repentance. 
It indeed the Doctor believes that this Syſtem of Pouer and 
Vr ivi eres does belong to our Order, and is treally annex'd to it, 
he isthen more confifent with himſelf. But how he will Re- 
concile it to his Profeffions of being a Clergy-man ot the Church 
o“ Enz!and, his Subſcriptions and Declarations I mult leave to 
his lubtle Head to conſider. Since, 1 am ſure, and the Doctor 
grants it, That our Church acknowledges the Supremacy of our 
Princes; whereas, according to this Syſtem, the Biſhop is Greater 
than the King, and the Mitre above the Crown. So that it it be 
at 
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at any time queſtioned whether we muſt Obey the Biſhop rather 


than our Prince, the Queſtion muſt be determined for theBiſhop, 
as a greater Prince than any Earthly One, and as much above 
Him as Heaven is higher than the Earth; and Divine and piritual 
Things of more Conſequence than Wordly and 'Temporalones, 


Note, relating to P. 62. Marginal Note. 

The Bi ſhoprick of Zealand is laid to be worth 2:95 Riveollars 
or 4501. Sterling per Aunum. The other Dai Biſhopricks are 
{aid to be worth 1500 Rixdollars, or 347 l. tos. Sterling fer 
Annum. And the Biſhoprick of Norway is valued at loco Nix- 
dollars, or 225 l. Sterling per Annum. Which Revenue does not 
ariſe from Lord ſhips and Mannors, Ec. ſettled on the {aid Bi. 
ſhopricks; but from the Tythes belonging to the Parochial 
Cures which theſc Biſhops ſerve, and from what the Daniſb Law 
tiles, Merces prediatorie, Cenſus Cathedrarius, Juſteque aliæ deviti- 
ones. The Arch-Biſhoprick of Call, the Metropolis of Sweren, 
is ſaid to be worth no more than 4001. Sterling per Auuum. 

It we paſs over into the Popib Countries, and go round their 
Coaſt, through all the Diviſions of that Church, we ſhall nor, 
believe, find that our Clergy are worſe provided for than ehirs, 
The Eccleſiaſtical Revenues in France are computed at about 
Two Millions and a Half Sterling a Year. But then if we con- 
fider that there are in that Kingdom no fewer than XVIII Arch- 
Biſhopricks, CIX Biſhopriks, 36441 Pariſhes, and 15200 Cha- 

Iries, XVI Heads ot Religious Orders, 257 Commandenes 
of Maltha, 555 Abbies of Nuns, 1256 Abbies af Monks, 00 


* If any dapendlauec ray Ve piazed 671 tor oC AICMHIALL 66 Pint. 44 4 
the end cf a Bock called Ichabod or Vive Groars e the Church, print- 
ed 1663, Of 12000 Church-Ltvings or thereabouts. | Hz rectons, 4 
fupp:ſ:, Doratives, Chapelries, Gr. } 3500 er mere are impropriatey 
end 4165 were then Nor-refiderts Livings, 
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18 Arch-Biſhopricks, at ooo l. per Annum 18,500 j 
109 Biſhopricks, at 500 1.— — 54,500 
36,441 Pariſh Churches, at 301 ———1,3:2,050 
75,200 Chapels at 201. - — = 304,000 | 
2,198,550 


At this Rate of Computing, there is left not Hulf a Million for 
the Maintenance of all the Religious, And let any one now judge 
whether, even in France, ſuppoſing this Computation to be good, 
the Revenues of the Arch-Biſhopricks, Biſhopricks, and Paro- 
chial Churches are any way equal to thoſe allotted to the Enzlifp 
Arch-Biſhopricks, c. And that this is not an extravagant 
Computation to allot to the Religious Houſes 401, 450l. may 
appear from hence; That thoſe here in Eugland which were diſ- 
ſolved by King Henry VIII. without reckoning the leſſer ones, 
whoſe Revenues were under 200 l. per Annum, are computed to 
have been worth 108, 21) l. o6 s. 08d. per Aunum. For all there- 
fore the Doctor's calling our Eccleſiaſtical Revenues à little Pa- 
trimony or Pittance, it's certain that our Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, 
and Pariſh Prieſts, have generally a larger Income than even * 
Popiſh Biſhops and Clergy. However, the way to induce our Go- 
vernours to encreaſe our Maintenance, is, I think, ſo to attend 

| on the duties of our Function, and in all things to approve our ſelves 

| 4s the Miniſters of God. and not ſcelumg our own Glory, but the Glory 
of Him that ſent us: that they may be ſatisfied that God is in us 
of a Tuth, and that we are worthy for whom they ſhould do this, 


Addenda ad Marg. Note, at the Bottom of Page 58. 


According to Mr. Cumbden, betwixt Lincoln City and the River 
Humber which is about 30 Miles beyond Lincoln, and betwixt the 
| River Trens on one hand, and the River Ankham on the other; 
| which is about to or 12 Miles in Breadth, there are about 70 
| Pariſhes ; of theſe I find in Eon one Rectory, viz. Kucth, valued 
nothing: tuo their clear yearly value is under rol, a Year. 6 are 


-n es 


valued at under 201. a Year, 14 are valued at under 300. a Year. N 

5 are valued at under gol. a Year. ) are valued at under 5ol. a 0 

Year. and 24 are Livings remaining in Charge, The few remain- 

ing to make up the Number, I don't find yalued at all, and are 

therefore, I ſuppole, Chapels, ec, However this ſerves to ſhew t] 

the unaccuracy of Mr. (vllier's Account, that for about 30 Miles C 
beyond Lincoln, none of the Livings are worth more than Ten Pounds 3 
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A Table of the Livings not exceeding 501. a Tear, as they 


) 

E were returned into the Exchequer, in the Tear 1709, &c. 

) 

5 75 1225 "Mm 

[. 3 6. + & 4 

) Dioceſſes. V andi and XX & XXX NN Land L and 

l under [under under land und. under, nder. 

; Canterbury — 0 2 4 21 14 26 

1014 2 a % 

Briſto l — 3 7 1 60 

| Bath = — 2 © | 20 38 84 92 

Carliſle — 0 4 6 5 10 14 

ö heften O Oo | II I7 20 21 
Chicheſrer — — 2 9 14 20 28 47 

, Durbam ---» I £ 3 $3 | 26 7 9 

Ely — — : x 1 2 14 18 
Exeter — 2 7 12% 35 71 

Glouceſter 2 s 117 19 30 30 

| Herford — 0 5 20 | 43 | 42 45 

Litchſield -—— ! 1 | 24 | 30 43 60 
Lincoln ——| 16 | 37 Jre2 [143 1835 | 136 
London ——— 2 I 8 | 26 39 69 
Norwich =— I2 21 | 649 [169 167 237 
Oxford _ O I 7 9 I5 22 
Peterborough w==——— o 5 9 I2 25 26 
Rocheſter — 0 O 0 6 11 13 
Sarum — 0 1 113 17 40 37 
Morcgſter 4 | v4 3 $54.29 30 27 
Wincheſter I 3 8 14 19 22 
Aſaph =——— ——j © © | EF © Id 21 | 
Bangor — O 6 6-3 i 20 15 | 
Landaff —— © 9 | 29 | 24 | 33 20 
St. David's 3 Fj E292 ” 6 43 | 17 

51 [18s [553 [837 1997 [1135 

Not duly certified ——|— 26 
Omitted ——— ——57- Total of all not above 500. 3907 


By this the Reader ſees, that, according to this Valuation» 
there are in Exgland and Wales 390) Reffories, V, icariges, Donat ives, 
Chapelries, and Curacies; whoſe clear yearly value does not exceed 


Im ſenſible that theſe are not all; that man 
1 50 l, a Lear · I'm ſe 1 'y 
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Donatives, Chapelries, and Curacizs, are omitted in this Ac- 


count, which if added, would encreaſe the Sura to above 4209. 
Let us now ſee how far our ation is concerned in this mat- 


ter, and whether to compute {o great a Number of ſmall "—_ 


be, to uſe Dr. Biſſe's Words, to call up an ill Fame upon be 

mory of th Reformation. Now it is certain that of theſe 4595 
ſmall Cures 1543 are Reflories, which, excepting in Market-Towns 
and Gries, have, generally, all belonging to them with which 
they were Originally endowed, . In Cities and Mirker-Towns in- 
deed the Cafe is otherwiſe. The Covetouſneſs of People in 
detaining their Perſonal Tithes or the Tiches of their Profit, ec. 
and the difficulty of recovering in ſuch a Cale what there can 
be no Evidence for, but that ot the Conſciences of thoſe who 
are obliged to pay it, has funk thoſe Livings in Cities and Mar ket- 
Towns to avery low and lamentable Income, Of this the learned 
Dean Prideaux has given us an Inſtance, in the Livings within 
the City of Norwich, The leaſt of which valued in the King's 
Books wasTaxed at 21. 175. 3d. 29. which, in Proportion to the 
pre ſent value of Livings then Taxed at that Rate is, 20/. 15, od. 
27. and yet in the late Valuation it is retuned as worth no more 
than * 2/. 38. 7d. 1. But is this Non-payment of Perſonal Tithes, 
chargeable on the Reformation of Religion among us? Did the 
Papiſts fear an Oath more than Proteſtants do? Or did they make 
more Conſcience of giving the Prieſt his Portion ? I am afraid 
not. But ſo long as the Party who was to pay theſe Tithes 
might by Law be examined by his own Corporal Qath, however 
iome might, and did Perjure themſelves, which was the occa- 
ſion of altering that Law, the payment of theſe 'Tithes were 
continued, though ſeldom or never, according to their real Va- 
lue. Whereas now, this Oath being taken away, and the pay- 
ment of them being left entirely to Legal Proof, the 
payment of them is generally ceaſed ; only in Condon, Canter- 


brry, and Coventry a "Tithe of the Rent of Houſes was ſettled 


in 


— 
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* Tbis abatement ef the value ef Rectories in Cities, &2. is net ſo 
much every where. Fer Inſtance; &. Peters R. in Sandwich, according 
as it was Taxed in Hen. VIII. world be n 561 a Far, aud it is um 
returned as, 28 l. Os. od, St. Croſs R. in the City of York, 511. 
58. 6d, now, 28 J. 6s. 9d. St. Saviours, R. 37 l. 5s. Sd. um, 
30 l. 17s. 11 d. St. Maries ia Caſtle-gate, R. 16 l. 19s. 6 d. nw, 
15 J. cos. oo d. I compute, accirdiug to Dean Prideaux, the Taxæ- 
tion in Hen. VIII. to be @ 7th part of the value wwe. 
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in lieu of theſe Tithes, &. And I wiſh the ſame was done 
in all Cities, and Market-Towns throughout the Realm. As to 
the Donatives, Chapelries, and Curacies, it may eafily be proved 
that the value of moſt of them is greater ſince the Reformation 
than before: Many of them being raiſed from 200. to 80. a 
Year. The ſame may be ſaid of Vicariges, that many of them 
have been very confiderably augmented fince the Retormation, 
inſomuch that many of thoſe which the Reformation faund not 
worth 50l. a Lear are now worth above 1001. And I now hope 
that in time all Unions of Churches will be diſolved ; all Chap- 
pels be made Parochaal, and all Diſpenlations for Pluralities be 
revoked and annulled : That every Pariſhin the Kingdom ſhall 
have a Miniſter reſiding in it to watch for the Souls of the Peo- 
ple; And that, in particular, the Miniſters of Cities and Mar- 
ker Towns ſhall be provided with ſuch an Income, as that they 
may not only be able to attend wholly to their fingle Cures, 
but have wherewith to Maintain Hoſpitality, and be Charita- 


ble to their Poor Neighbours ; For this End, I hope, an Ac- 


count will be taken of all the Churches in the Kingdom,and not 
of thoſe only which are valued in the King's Books. Since, 
*rill this be done, whatever Relief may be given to thoſe who 
Miniſter in theſe poor Churches, the People will reap little or 
no Benefit by it. To give an Inſtance of this, In the City of 
Norwich are 34 Pariſh Churches, all which, I ſuppoſe, are but 
ſufficient to contain the Inhabitants of thatCity to attend on the 
Worſhip of God. If ther. theſe 34 Churches, are by their be- 
ing united or otherwile, reduced to 17 or 12; ſo that Divine 
Service is performed in no more of them at one time; the People 
mult either {tay at home or go ſome where elſe to ſerve God, 
for want of Room at their own Pariſh Churches. Nor is this 
the Caſe of the City of Norwich only; I fear it is the Caſe of 
moſt of our Cities and great Towns: And fo long as it 
is ſo, we need not wonder at the Diviſions which there are 
among us, 


England's 
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Ethinks I hear that venerable Matron | the Church 
of England] complain how her Pulpits in ſome pla- 
ces are become Beacons: how in lieu of Lights, Her Church- 
| ES are up and down full of Firebrands; how every Capri- 
; chio of the Brain is term'd tenderneſs of Conſcience, which 
| well examined is nothing but ſome frantick fancy, or frenzy 
rather, of ſome ſhallow-brain'd Scioliſt; and whereas o- 
thers have been uſed to run mad for exceſs of Knowledge, 
ſome of my Children grow mad now a days out of too 
much Jexorauce. Some to feed Zeal, would famiſh the 
Underitanding ; others to feaſt the Underſtanding, and 
tickle the outward Ear (with Efaies and Flouriſhes of 
Rhetorick) would quite ſtarve the Soul of her true Food. 
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EAA. 

. Age 9. Line 6. from Bot. read Prophets. P. 11. l. 1. after; 
a P r. and in ethers, neither Biſhops, Prieſts cr Deacons. L. 10. from 
ö bot. r. Presbytero. P. 24. I. 16. trom bot. r. Subſtance, P. 30. I. 20. 
N r. diſboneſtly: L. 3. from bot. r. Adverſaries.« P. 35. l. 2. r. Iria- 
ceps. P. 44. Mar. Note, I. 2. r. ab illis præclare. L. 2; r. jadicætar. 
P. 59. Mar. Note, I. 1. r. 3907. | 
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